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PRECES & LACHRYME. 


The Introduction. 


I. HEN the Servants and Diſciples of the Son of God, 
were Slandered , Reproached and Perſecuted by the 


Jews and Heathens, in the firſt Age of Chriſtianity, 
they thought it a Duty owing to Themſelves , their Religion and 
the Holy God that was the Author of it, to wipe off thoſe Slan= 
ders and Imputations, and to maintain and defend their Innocen- 
cy againſt the Injuſtice and Cruelty of their Perſecutors. Sz. Paul 
vindicates himſelf,. ſundry times from the Calumnies and Slanders 
of the Jews, as 1s evident in the AQts of the Apoſtles, and ſeveral 
Apologetical Diſcourſes, may be read in his Epiſtles, as alſo in 
thoſe of St. Peter. The Apologies that were written by Juſtin 
Martyr, Tertullian, and Athenagoras on the behalf of Chriſti- 
ans, are ſtill Extant, known and read by learned Men : Of the ſame 
Nature are Cyprian to Demetrianus, Auguſtin de Civitate det. 
Arnobius contra Gentes. 

2. We do not remember that we have either heard or read that 
they were denied the Liberty of Complaining, or aſſerting their 
Innocency, and the barbarous Injuſtice, of their Perſecutors. 
Thoſe that Proſecuted them were Perſons ſufficiently Inhumane, yet 
they never forbad, or puniſhed them, for avowing their own Integ- 
rity, or groaning #nder the Rods, wherewith they made them bleed. 
"Twas never Penal to be Senſible of their infelicities, nor to af- 
firm themſelves Upright, when they were Treated as Tranigrel- 
ſors. 

3» "Tis not our purpoſe to affirm our Sufferings, equal with thoſe 
of the Primitive Chriſtians, or that we have the ſame Reaſons of 
A2 Com- 
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Complaint. We do readily acknowledg , that our Calamities are 
as much Inferiour to theirs, as are our Piety and our Virtues; aud 
the compariſon as Unequal on the. one part as the other. But though 
theſe be net Equally great, with theſe of thoſe Eminent and very 
Holy Perſons: we think them ſevere enough to juſtifre a Complaint 
and unreaſonable enough to allow an Accuſation. 

4. That our State and Condition is Calamutous can't be denied, | (1 

Almoſt all the Cities, Towns and Villages, i» England with wit- 
neſs can affirm it ; All the Priſons, Courts and Tribunals x the 
Land will give their Suffrage to it ; and they muſt live in great 
3 Privacy aud Retirement, that do not ſufficiently underſtand it 
I from their own knowledg and obſervation. 
43 5. All manner of evil Things, are reported concerning us, and 
* there is almoſt nothing Impious and Infamous, which ws not laid to 
i our C harge. The many Books and Pamphlets that are written ; lor, 
the many Sermons that are preached, before Judges, Magiſtrates, 
and Perſons m Authority and Office; the daily Libels that the Preſs 
doth Spawn, on purpoſe to defare, and make us an abhorrence, are 
ſuch evidence of it, as cannot be gaineſaid. 

6. Our Caſe being ſuch, we will take the liberty that was permit- 
zed ro the Chriſtians of 014, and hope we may do it with Impunity, 
we will preſume that we may have Licence, to groan under our bur- 
dens, and expreſs the ſenſe we have, of the weight and uneaſie- 
neſs of them ; we can't but feell the Severities that are excerciſed 
towards us , nor can we be witheut ſome Reſentments of thoſe hor- 
rid avd miſchievious Imputations, that with impudence, and face 
of Braſs, areiſaid to our Prejudice, and diſadvantage. We will 
therefore, complaine of the Irapoſitions and Burdens, that lye up- 
on us; we will Expoſtulate with our Perſecutors; we will in moſt 
Humble azd Proſtrate manner make our Supplications before them; 
and l:jtly avow our \nnocency, and purpoſes of Perſeverance there- 
in, and this we intend to do, very brietly, and with a becoming 
Modeſty, Freedom and Candour. thin 
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The DISSENTERS Complaints. 


To ſjeak at fir once for all, Take notice that T charge not every Church 
of England man with Malignancy, or ſuch a Spirit of Perſecution, nor 
that T go about to vindicate every (gle Diſſenter.) 
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I, HE Terms of Commmion impoſed upon our Miniſtersand 
required ofus, are of unneceſſary nature, uncertain truth,and 
though true, yet impoſſible robe ſubmitted to, by many, 
with anderjtarding and judgment. Thoſe among usthar are 

lergy-Men, are obliged in ail publick holy Offices and Adminiftrations,to 


rear the Surplice,Baptize with Godfathers, an1 the Sign of the Croſs,give 


he Sacrament knee/ing, and deny it to all ſuch as refuſe to reccive it in 
hat Geſture. But what neccſhty is there of theſe things? Were they 
npoſed by Feſts Chri or his Apojt/es2 Did St. Paul wear a Surplice, or 
Peter Baprile with the Sign of the Croſs. Are theſe things Eſentzal. 
Chriſtian Religion 2 Cannor the Churches of God in this Nation , 
2, cannot the Church of England {ubſiſt without the ule and prattice 
them 2 It any man think ſo, let him enjoy his Opinion, we ars 
| like to be his Converts. There were Churches in being before 
cſerhings were known orobſeryed,and we are ofthe mind there may 
again whenthe uſe and memory of them may fail upon Earth. 
2. The Miniſter that Contorms,is bound to affirm ir certain by God's, 
rd, That Children dying after Baptiſm, betore the Commitlion of. 
ual Sin, are certainly ſaved. Now that ſome Children ſo dying 
certainly ſaved, wedo heartily believe. We think, that the Pro- 
»is made to Believers ard their Seed ; and that the Children of Be- 
ing Parents that dve before aCftual (in are ſaved. But whether the 
ildren of Athei#s, Pafifts; Infdels and Heathens that are Baptiſed, . 
| 2xpire before aftual Tranſgreſſims, arc immediately advanced in- 
he Kingdom and Preſence of God, and Converſation of 'the B/eſed, 
thing of which weare not certain, nor can we find any Proot of 
the Goſpel. In the m-an time we do not pretend to condeinn, 
Ho concerning them. We le-ve- them toGod who is their Fudg.and 


cal r1ghteuſly by them, and all the World beſides, 
3... That 
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2. That all the Heathens are damned, tis Virtually aſſerted in the 
Thirty Nine Articles, (which all that are admitted to miniſter in hol 
things muſt ſubſcribe) but of this we are nor very ſure, and we thi 
that we have read that Juſtin Martyr and ſome others of the Fathers, 
wereof other apprehent1ons in that Caſe: And there are ſome in this 
Age, as well as in thoſe which have preceded, that have entertained 
ſome hopes of the Salvation of {ome of them. Mr. Humſrey hath (aid 
many things with great conſideration and judgment in tayour of that 
Opinion, 1n his jeaceable Diſquiſitions. And we do avow to all the 
World, that we do believe, that no man can be ſure of their univerſal 
Damnation ; and that to our appchenſ1on 'tis more likely, that Ante 
nine, Epicutetus, Plato, Plotinus, and many others are in Heaven, than 
many of thoſe that have been reputed Saints, and placed among the 
Bleſſed there. Not that any are ſaved without a Saviour, or ſand. 
fied without the Influences of the Holy Ghoft. We do firmly be. 
lieve, thatthere is n9 Name under Heaven given unto Men whereby they 
may be ſaved, but the Name of Jeſus of Nazareth; butas there are ma- 
ny perſons that do receive gifts of mercy, kindnels and beneyolence 
from unknown hands, ſo we humbly conceive the Heathens may te 
ccive pardon of fin from an unkyown Saviour, and a holy and regeÞ} ,,, 
nerate Nature from an unknown holy Spirit. the 

4- Thatthe Church hath power to appoint Ceremonies, is allo aftr{ g,, 
med in the Articles thereof, but we ſce nothing that proves the indefiniyh ,,j 
truth of that Propoſition. It by Ceremonies are meant the nece | 
ry circumſtances of ation, andasare by conſequence, and involutid 
commanded in, and with thoſe aCtions and duties wherewithal thi 
are involved we do cafily grant it. Bur if thereby you mean Rig, - 
that are cxhibitive of Grace, yea, or f1gnifications of Duty, we mi iſh 
demur a little, for we think Chriſt Jeſus the Law-givyer of his Churd the T 
and that he hath given Laws enough for its Confitution and Admi 
Fration. Belides we defire to know of what Extent this Power of t 
Church is, and whatare the Limits of it: If it hath no Limits, t 
it.may introduce a Yoke upon Chriſtians, much more inſupportalh 
than what was laid upon the Jews ; and yet that was ſuch, (the Apoll 
affirms) 4s neither they nor their Fathers were able to bear, Atts 15. | 
hath any bounds, we would fain underſtand who hath fixed, or wy... 
muſtdetermine them. If it be (aid thar God hath ſer, and eſtabiif; _ 
edthem in his Word we do willingly affent unto it, and add tariff,» 
that by the perfei/zon and ſufficiency of his Laws, we think he hath 
rerminedit'to a Point, for to what purpole a need/eſs and uſeleſs? 


Gnd ſuch it muſt be it Chriſt's Law be pertett) ſhould be granted tc 
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Church, we can not underſtand. It it be faid that the Church it ſelf 
muſt fix the bounds of its Power, *tis muchthe ſame as if it were utterly 
without any. For 'tisto be ſuppoſed that they will affirm,chat how nu- 
merous {ocyer their Ceremonzous Impolitions be they- go not beyond 
their power, aud ſo farewel all Chriſtian Liberty. Chriſt Jeſus hath 
only purchaſed an Exchange, but no Freedom from a Toke of :Bor:- 
dage.. And truly we think the Exchange is to our prejudice, for *ris 
more eligible to bear the burthen and impolitionsthat a wiſe and righ- 
tous God doth lay upon us, than thoſe that are laid upon us by fooliſh 
and ſometimes imperzonus and wicked men. 

5. 'Tis laid in the beginning of the Athanaſian Creed, that whoſoever 
will be ſaved muſt believe the Catho/ick Faith, and that whoſoeyer doth 
not keep it whole and undefiled, without doubt ſhall periſh everlaſting : 
and in theconcluſion *tis determined, that it a man doth not faithfully 
believe the Dodtrine thereof he cannotbe ſaved. Which Dodtrine, as 
"| alſo the damnatory Sentences affixed unto it muſt be ſubſcribed by all 
that will ſerve Godin the Work of Preaching the Goſpel withthe licence 
and favour of Authority. We do very vehemently aflert the Deity of 
our Saviour ; and that he is both God and Man in one Perſon; and 
that one inthree, and and three in one is of the Eflence of Chriſtianity, 
But whether all that do not bclicye itin the ſenſe and cxplication of 
Athanaſims are certainly damned, ſeems to us very uncertain, and we 
are unwilling toayow the truth of it, leſt we ſhould condemn the Ge- 
neration of the Juſt. We do believe that many thoufands of Chri- 
Fftians were ſaved before that Creed was known in the World; and we 

$ do not doubt but many might and would be ſaved though it ſhould pe- 
riſh from among Men. We think ir {ufficient that the Do&rine of 
"Fthe Trinity, and Union of the Divine and Humane Natures in the Per- 
lon of our Lord Jeſus, be believed in thoſe general and indefinite Terms 
inder which *tis exprefled in the Holy Scriptures, and that whoſoever 
believes it ſo ({uppoling him otherwiſe qualified for it) will certainly 
"Wc laved; though he ſhould notunderſtand (as few plain Chiſtians do) 
-Worbelieve the Explanations of Athanaſins. 
6. Whether the Explanatory Doftrine of the Creed called by his 
ame (though written ſome Ages {ince his Death, as is thought by 


a0" Fome learned Men) be punitually true we will not affirm, but this we 


nll ſay, that it it be true, *cis impoſhble chat many, if not'moſt, that 
lo ſubſcribe and ayow the truthot it, ſhould do it with underſtanding 
nd convidtion of judgment, and conſcience. The Dottrine of the 
rinity and Perſonal Union, according as *tis there delivered, is Mat- 
Fr of "ch abſtruſe ſpeculations, and Mfaiſters matter for ſo many'o5- 
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2). That all the Heathens are damned, tis Virtually aſſerted in the 
Thirty Nine Articles, (which all that are admitted to miniſter in hol 
things muſt ſubſcribe) but of this we are nor very ſure, and we thi 
that we have read that Fufin Martyr and ſome others of rhe Fathers, 
wereof other apprehent1ons in that Cale: And there are ſome in this 
Age, as'well as in thoſe which have preceded, that have entertained 
ſome hopes of the Satvation of ſome of them. Mr. Humfrey hath (aid 
many things with great confideration and judgment in tayour of thar 
Opinion, 1n his jeaceable Diſquiſitions. And we do avow to all the 
World, that we do believe, that no man can be ſure of their univerſal 
Damnation ; and that to our appchenſ1on *tis more likely, that Ants. 
nine, Epicutetus, Plato, Plotinus, and many others are in Heaven, than 
many of thoſe that have been reputed Saints, and placed among the 
Bleſſed there. Not that any are ſaved without a Saviour, or (anti. 
fied without the Influences of the Holy Ghoft. We do firmly be. 
lieve, thatthere is n9 Name under Heaven given unto Men whereby thy 
may be ſaved, but the Name of Jeſus of Nazareth; butas there are my 
ny perſons that do receive gifts of mercy, kindnels and benevolence th: 
from unknown hands, ſo we humbly conceive the Heathens may te 
ccive pardon of ſin from an unkzwn Saviour, and a holy and reg 
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nerate Nature from an unknown holy Spirit. thar 

4- Thatthe Chwrch hath power to appoint Ceremonies, is allo afirg,, 
med in the Articles thereof, but we ſee nothing that proves the indefini ,,, 
truth of that Propoſition. If by Ceremonies are meant the necdlg,,,. | 


ry circumſtances of ation, and asare by conſequence, and involutic 
commanded in, and with thoſe actions and duties wherewithal the 
are involved we do cafily grant it. Bur if thereby you mean Ri 
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that arc exhibitive of Grace, yea, or {1gnifications of Duty, we mi; fa 
demur alittle, for we think Chriſt Jeſus the Law-giver of his Chung, T, 
and that he hath given Laws enough for its Conffitution and Admiiif of 
#ration. Beſides we defire to know of what Extent this Power of t nd 
o S . . KC VHE . . 0 Cr 1 
Church is, and wharare the Limits of it: If it hath no Limits, Fl, mb 
it.may introduce a Yoke upon Chriſtians, much more inſupportafÞ, © d 


affirms) as neither they nor their Fathers were able to bear, Atts 15. | 
hath any bounds, we would fain underſtand who hath fixed, or yh, 
muſtdetermine them. If it be {aid that God hath fer, and eſtab! _ 
ed them in his Word we do willingly aflent unto it, and add tar; 
that by the perfei/ion and ſufficiency of his Laws, we think he hath], 
rermincditto a Point, for to what purpoſe a needleſs and uſeleſs 1 
Gnd ſuch it muſt be it Chriſt's Law be pertett) ſhould be granted t 
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Church, we.can not underſtand. It it be faid that the Church it ſelf 
muſt fix the bounds of its Power, 'tis muchthe ſame as if it were utterly 
15, | without any. For 'tisto be ſuppoſed that they will affirm,cthat how nu- 
his Y merous ſocyer their Ceremonious Impoſitions be they go not beyond 
ned Þ their power, aud (o farewel all Chriſtian Liberty. Chriſt Jefus hath 
aid Y only purchaſed an Exchange, but no Freedom from a Yoke of :Bor:- 
that Y Jage.. And truly we think the Exchange is to our prejudice, for *tis 
the Þ more eligible to bear the burthen and impoſitionsthat a wiſe and righ- 
rial BY teous God doth lay upon us, than thoſe that are laid upon us by fooliſh 
Into- | and ſometimes imperzons and wicked men. 
than 5, 'Tis faid in the beginning of the Athanaſian Creed, that whoſoever 
' tel pill be ſaved muſtbelieve the Cathotick Faith, and that whoſoever doth 
niti-fl not keep it whole and undefiled, without doubt ſhall periſh everlaftinghy : 
/ b&-Y and in theconcluſion *tis determined, that if a man doth not faithfully 
/ thyſÞ believe the Doftrine thereot he cannotbe ſaved. Which Do&trine, as 
- MY alſo the damnatory Sentences affixed unto it mult be ſubſcribed by all 
lence that will ſerve Godin the Work of Preaching the Goſpel withthe licence 
ay ItY and favour of Authority. We do very vehemently aflert the Deity of 
IeXY our Saviour ; and that he is both God and Man in one Perſon; and 
that one inthree, and and three in one is of the Efſence of Chriſtianity. 
> ail Bur whether all that do nor bclicve itin the ſenſe and explication of 
defi Athanaſius are certainly damned, ſeems to us very uncertain, and we 
1ecclll are unwilling toayowthe truth of it, leſt we ſhould condemn the Ge- 
lutFncration of the Juſt. We do believe that many thouſands of Chkri- 
al theYfians were faved before that Creed was known in the World; and we 
na Wiionot doubt but many might and would be ſaved though ir ſhould pe- 
Vc MSriſh from among Men. We think it {ufficient that the Doctrine of 
huShe Trinity, and Union of the Divine and Humane Natures in the Per- 
Adm of our Lord Jeſus, be believed in thoſe general and indefinite Terms 
r of Winder which *tis expreſled in the Holy Scriptures, and that whoſoever 
t5, ielieves it fo ({uppoling him otherwiſe qualified for it) will certainly 
pore ſaved; though he ſhould notunderſtand (as few plain Chiſtians do) 
 \PBorbelieve hbetons of Athanaſins. 
15- "F 6. Whether the Explanatory Dofrine of the Creed called by his 
, Ot 'WName (though written ſome Ages {ince his Death, as is thought by 
eltadÞme learned Men) be punitually true we will not affirm, but this we 
| 1aBillfay, that if it betrue, cis impoſſible chat many, if not'moſt, that 
: hatlflo (ubſcribe and ayow the truthot it, ſhould do it with underſtanding 
le)5 1nd convittion of judgment, and conſcience. The Doctrine of the 
ned F;;niry and Perſonal Union, according as *tis there delivered, is Mat- 
rof 'uch abſtruſe ſpeculations, and Miniſters matter for ſo many 04- 
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jeftions, not cafily to be anſwered, that we think it a mighty difficulty, 


for any man with Judgment and Satisfaction of mind, to {ubſcribe ro 


ic, and impoſſible tor thole many un(tudied Novices that take Holy 
Orders, and enter into the Church. T hey have neither Parts nor 
Patience , nor prepatory Learning and Kriowledge , tor the contempla- 
tion of {o ſicblime a Theory ; and there 1s no man that hath, with 
any ſerioulnels , applied huniclt ro ſuch Medztations (we think) that 
will not cafily conceive it. 

7. *Tis faid in the Book of Ordination, that by reading old Authors 
and IVriters of the Church, *tis evident that there have been, even from 
the daies of the Ajofles, three Orders in the Church, viz. Biſtops, Prieſts 
and Deacons. Whether this Doctrine be true 1s not the bulinets of thele 
Papers to determine ; bur we will be {o bold asto affirm that we think 
it ſcarcely poſib/e , that mot of thole that do acknowlcdg the truth 
of it, ſhould do it with judgment and feddy aflurance of mind. T here 
are men of good Learning, Reading, Age, and Con/*deration, that have 
profelled great uncertainty and irreſolution in the point. When they 
read what Ferome ſaies 1n his Commentaries on Titus, and in his E- 
pifle to Evagrius, and other places of his Writings, they are ready 
to embrace a Presbyterian parity , and acknowledg no Pre/ation be- 
eween Bijhops and Priefs, but what is cither by conſent or humane 
Laws and Conftitutions. When they read other paſſages in that ſame 
Author , wherein he ſeems to contraditt himſelt , they are inclined 
to acknowledge a prelatical Exiſropacy. When they read the Epi- 
fles of Ignatius and Cyprian, they cannot deny a Pre/acy : but whe- 
ther it be a Pre/acy in one and the ſame particalur Church, or in and 
over the Pre:byters of many Churches; and whether it be a Divine or 
Humane Appointment,they are not very much aflured. And if thoſe 
that have read and confdered the point, cannot fatishe their minds, 
or come to a determination about it, how is it poſſible that ſuch 
as never read , or thought almoſt any thing on that Sbjett ( and ſuch 
are moſt that enter the Sacred Offce) can with Judgment and convitti- 
on of Conſcience , ſubſcribe the truth of it. 

8. We have not here ſet down all thoſe things that we think wn- 


neceſſary, uncertain, and impoſſible to be conſented to, with a ſatis} 


fied underſtanding, 1n the terms of Communion, required by this Church 
for then we muſt have written a Volume , wincreas we intend only 
a few ſheets. We have propoſed ſome very few Examples, from a 
monelt the many that migl.t have been produced, had it confiſted 
with our defgnedbrevity. Whocyer ſhall apply himcif to the Confider, 
t.ionof them will calily obſerve manyothers of like kind, > of 
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F HE Forms of Subſcription and Fenwmciation that are requi- 

red of us, arc expreſſed in words tco bold, indefinite, -feremp- 
tory, and dogmatical. By the Six and Thirtieth Canon, all that are 
admitted to the Sacred Office are obliged willingly and ex animo to 
lubſcribe, T hat the Book of Common Prayer, and of ordering Brſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons, contain nothing contrary to the word of God ; and 
that they allow and acknowledg the Book of Articles, being in number 
2g, to be agreeable to the Word of God. Berwixt T ruth and Falk 
ſhood there is no medizim, that we know or underſtand. What is 
not contrary to the Word of God is of equal truth with it. What 
3s agrecable thereunto, is as indiſputable as the in{pired Volutnes. 
And what is this we pray, but to advance the Opinions and Deter- 
minations, the Books and Writings of folid men, to an cquality 
of truth, with thoſe that were written by the Inſpiration and dire- 
Qion of the Holy Ghoſt. 

2. We do protecſs, that we do not ſee, how S»h/cription can be 
made to any Tranſlation of the Holy Scriptures in that Form of 
Words ; for that there is 7o:hing in any, even in the bei Tranſlati- 
ons, contrary to the Origgnal 1 cxt, or that all things in any one of 
them are agreeable thereunto, is we think a very bold and daring 
Aſlcrtion : Yca, we will add thus much farther, that we know nor 
bow any man can affirm concerning the Original ſelf, that it con- 
tains nothing contrary to what was written by the znſprred Authors. 
That the Greekand Hebrew Copics have received no change or varia- 
tions, is we think impoſſible to be proved; and thoſe that ſhall com- 
pareche moſt Ancient I rar flationswith the preſent Original Copies, 
will find, that if they had net read otherwiſe than now we do, it 
were 27370fe-le they ſhould have Trarflited as they did. For proof 
otthis, we mult reter the Reader to Ludovicus Cappetegns his Critica, 
and Father Simon on that Subj-&t, whoſe Pook is lately Tranſlated 
nto the Eng/ih Tongue. In the mean while, we intend nct to di- 
parage or invalidate the Authoriry of the Original Text. Wedo 
th ycry great aſſurance affirm, that the variations that may have 
app2ned thercin, arc not material, and thatthe faith and manners, 
ne hope and ſJvation of mcn, can fuffer no prejudice, nor run no 
@&ards thereby. 
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hs W- arc not pcrmirted to make — nor to declare 
our ſenſe of the Subſcriptions, Declarations, and Oaths 
that arc impoſed upon us. They are formed in Ambiguous 
Words, and {uch as are capable of ſundry acceptations, but in 
which of them we under/and, and could take, and ſubmitunto them, 
we are not allowed to ſay. They muſt be ſwallowed in the lump, 
without any chewing. No ſenſe of ſavour may be put _ them, 
t10ugl lenſe be ſufficient ro ſearch the Government, and agrecablc 
io the Laws of .the Land 
2. That the Conformable Gentry and Clergy (we mean ſuch as 
are men of conſcience and conſideration) do put a favourable ſenſe 
and interpretation upon them, we arc ſufficiently afſurcd by their 
Books, and the Converſation we have with ſome of them. And {o 
favourable, candid and engenuons, is the {enſe they giveof them, that 
y might we be permittedto declare it, wc our ſelves, at leaſt very ma- 
ny of us, could ſubmit unto them ; but this 1s a fovour that is not 
ailowed us, *tis an indy/gence that hath not been granted us, nor tor 
ou ghtthar we can perceive, is liketo be. 
J. Were weſarished that we might takgthe required Sub/criptions, 
Decluations and Oaths in our own ſenile, without declaring our cx- | | 
p:ication, we might long {ince many of ushave been Conformitts, or 
might be ſuddenly fo, but thar is a thing in which we cannot be al- | 
ſured. If ſuch a Liberty betaken we think the Impoſſition, and re- | « 
quiring of them will be of line «ſe, or /gnification, becaulc it is nofÞ |, 
great Gifficulty by Interpretations, and molliſying ex; oſitions 1n Out 
minds, to enervate the force, and yoid rhe obligation of all the Oaths P 
and Subſcrigtions in the World. tr 
4- Weknow, that there isa mean bctvwiixt a 7 igorons, ftriflt, ſevere, 
and a looſe, vogons and /icentions Intrepre tation z but we do alto know 
that *tis no caſic manner to fhnd it; and that all men that may bc 
concerned in fuch things, are not skilled in /p/itting hairs, or diti 
dirg Attoms, that prrſons of tender and ſcrupulons Confciences, Wi 
be everlaſtingly zcalous leſt they ſhould poiſe the Golden Mear, ani 
embracethe loſe and vagou: ſenſe and cxpolition. 


5. If this ſerupiloſity of Conſcience be a Fault, *tis ſuch as very 
good men are liable unto, and know not howto remedy ir. To be 
atraid of fin, is (we arc{ure) a very commendable quality, and wor- 
thy of encouragement and praiſe. It any be ſuper/titiouſly ririorous, and 
fear where no fear is, we think them worthy of pity and indrzence, 
and that in Impoſitions, Oaths and Subſcriptions, it ought to be re- 
membred, that there are, and ever will be ſuch men inthe World, 
and therefore that ſuch things be never required, bur in Caſes of 
great and abſolute neccility, in plain, obvious, and necetlary things ; 
and that the forms in which they are propoſed, be drawn with great 
warineſs and caution, and cxpreticd in words of common uſe, and as 
free as poliivlc from all ambiguity of {ignification. 
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b Wy? EN the Doors of the Church are to us made impalla- 
bleby the Trrn-Pikes and Port-Cullis that are et before it, 
WE are Excommunicarted and deliyercd over to Satan becaulc we do 
not come into it. TI his we muſt confeſs is an extraordinary method 
of proceeding. We findnothing of this nature in the Scripture, or 
in the praCtice of the Primitive Church. Nothing was required as 
antecedently neceſſary to Church-Communion, both 7 {ain and ſim; le 
Chriſtianity. T here were no Articles, Liturgy, or Book of Ordination to 
be ſubſcribed ; There were no De: {rrations,Oaths,or Objurationsto be 
made to qualifie perſons for admith5n thereunto. Aſtent and Con- 
ſent to the Baptiſma/ Covenant, was then thought ſufficient, and would 
be fo (till, if we that have leſs widdom and underſtanding did not 
preſume we have more, thanthe Apo?/es and Primitive Chriftians. 

2. We do very caſily acknowledg Excommnication a ſacred and 
tremendous Ordinance, ſummum futuri judicis prejudicinnt, Tertw- 
tian calls it; and'tis our Opinion, that when *ctisexcrciſed, wrought 
to be done with great gravity and ſeriouſneſs, magno cum Jondere, ut 
apud certos de Dei conſpeitu; and upon very weighty and important 
reaſons. Todo it with an inferious trifling ſpirir, and for impertinent 
and imvaluable caufes and pretences (as it the cuſtom of thele daies) is 
to prophane it, and make it cheap and contemptilie ; and peradventure 
it may be a greater Blaſphemy than lome men are well awarc of or do 
duety contider. B 2 
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2. Inthe Scrizeme we find ſome grins put under this divine Cen- 
fre, but it was for greatand obviens Tranſpretfions of the divine Com- 
mandments St. P.:x7 jadged the incefuons Corinthian to be delivered 
unto Satan; and he himſelt did ſo by Himenens and Philetss : Bur 
che one had marricd his Fathers Wite,and the others had made Ship- 
wrack of the Chritian Faith. Thele men were a reproach to the 
Chriltian Name; and therefore it was thcir duty to dilown and re- 
jet them from their Communion. 

4. In the Primitive Church we do alſo find men put under the Sen- 
tence of Excommunication; but it was ulually tor denying the Faith, 
and ſacrificing to Idols : in Times of Perſecntion, or for delivering 
up the Books of the holy Scriztures into the hardsot their Enemies,or 
tor ſome other gro{s and ſcandalous Crimes. We do not find that 
they impoſed uſeleſs, wineceſſury, ucertain, and controverted Do- 
Qtrine, as terms and cordirions of Church-Communion, and then Ex- 
communicate {uch as could not cor: ſent unto them. This was a Pra- 
Rice unknown inthe prere/# 4ges of the Church. 

Vitor Biſhop of Rome was the fhirit Undertaker in this kind : 
(beltdes thoſe that we read of, Ac. x5.) he would have impoſed the 
Romans Cuſtom, of ovierving Eater upon the A/ia:ick Churches ; 
and becauſe they refuſed it, hear leaſt threatned them with Excom- 
munication ; for Yaz thinks he did not actually do it; and*cis pel- 
{ible that the Lertersof Ircrens and others, might preycnr the execu- 
tz0n of his angry purpoſes and determinations. 

6. What hethreatned (ſuppoling he went no fart her) his Succe/- 
Pr: in that See have many a time performed. How many times have 
they Exommunicated perſons and Churches for refuſing their in- 
p0*tions, and rejecting their vſeleſ+, wineceſſary, mcertatn, and lomc- 
times impious Conſtitutions. How many Kingdoms have they in- 
cerdifted, becauſe they would notbare their Toke, and ſubmit to the 
Emzire and Dominion oftheir Laws The Hiſtorics of Europe will tur- 
niſh ÞrH2nces thereok enough toany man that dceliresto be informcd 
cQNCnng it. : : NP 

7. We are forry to ſeothe preſent Modes and wates of proceedingin 
nt among us. Humane Ap: o:mtments and Corjtatutions arc impoled 
upon us ; things urnecofſary and doubrtul are required of us ; and 
becauſe werefuſe them vic are given up to the Devil, ani truly our 
Cafe were ſad, did we not hoze tor more favour trom God than we do 
receive or exie# from men. For we mult ſtand beforc an other Tr:- 
Emal, and have fom* h-ve to be acquitted there, though we be con- 
demncd here, Multa etenim faita que hominibus improcanda viderentur, 
tefti9:0n;0 tu0 4 (0,717 227 rbata ſifit. Lag. in conſeſſionions, _ 
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"HE penal Laws arecxccuted upon us with great rage and indig- 
nation, and there are ſcarcely any executions that are thought 
ſufficiently (evere. Should we enumerate our ſufferings,the Hiſtory of 


; chem would ſwell into ſundry Volumes, which 1s not the deſign of this 
l Diſcourle. We intend no full or accxrate deſcription of our calamities. 
L 2. We are notigaorant, that tholc chat proſecute us, think then- 
% ſelves ſufficiencly ju/rfied inall thar they do againſt us by the Autho- 
tn rity of the Laws,weare of another opinion, and ſo{we make nodoubt) 
t- will they be another day. Thole thar perſecured the Chriftiansinthe 
Primitive Times, did it by the authority ofthe Laws, and fo did they 
F in Germany in the Reign of Charles the fifth; and in the Low Coun- 
0 trics inthe Timecot Duke A/va's Government; and in England ia the 
S 3 Reign of Qucen Mary; and fodo they nowin France underthe Rulc 
n- of Lews the 14th.that molt bleſſed Chriſtian King. 
Il. 3. I hereare tew Proteftants (unleſs ſuch as are ready to turn Pa- 
"1 tits) but will condemn thoſe ; erſecutions chough they were directed 
by the Laws; and we think it nocaſiematter to juſtific the proſecations 
ef- that arc made againlt us, although thoſe that aMiCt us have the &aws 
VC io plead on their behalt. We think the Laws are no berter than 
1- their Author's ; and we arc ſurc they were men fubje to like paſſions 
—_ with other Mortals, and never gave any evidence of infa/{i5le dircti: 
in- on, or inſpiration in the contrivance or making of them. 
the 4. No Laws can jultific /roſecutions or Proſecutors bur fuchas arcjulkt. 
ur- V/ here they arc.unjult, tholethat {ufter by them are rhe z1ocent per 
acd lons, and thole that proſecute them are the Offeriders, ©? Fis again} 
lne Law in Spain and Italy to read the Bib{e in the Language of thoſc 
gin Countries; but thoſe that perſccute ſuch as tranigreſs that Law, are #}- 
Med "arnate Devils, and thoſe that are cytraged and rormentci by them; 
and are thercin 2unocent, and propably yery good Chriſtians. "Twas 2- 
OUuL gaunſtrhe Law to make any Petition to any God or man far the ſpace of 


e do tirty daies, unleſs ro Darius the King. ,- Nevertheleſs, wecſtcern Dy- 
Tri- Nchat tranfgrefſed the Law a much bettzt many than any ofthem, 
cou- V fhatproſecuted him for the breach of it, 
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.5- The Laws requircof usthe praftice of things umneceſſary to ſub- 
icribe to things doubtful, and not art all eſſential to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion,toſwear to P! —_ doubted, if no: denicd by men of great lcar- 
ning and ſobriety. the retuſal of theſe things is penal, ſome of us are 
therby diſabled publickly to preach the Goſpel and othersto attend it : 
and it we preach or hear,or worſhip God in ;rivate in the Communi- 
on of more than five, belides the Family in which ſuch worſkip is per- 
 formed,we are cxpoled to puniſhments more than many, and thoſe 
none of the ſmallef or gentleft kinds. 

6. If the impoſingthings of this nature, to be ſworn, ſubſcribed and 
declared and the puniſhing men for the refuſal of them,and worſhip- 
ping God by other Laws and Methods,than thoſe preſcribed by the 
Engliſh Liturgy,be juſt in themſelves,or will juſtifie our Perſecutors,wc 
deſpair of underſtanding any thing of the natures of gavd and ev:!, 
Burt of the unreaſonableneſs,and injufice of impolitionsand the inr- 
poſſility of uniting the Church by them. Sce a little Book ealled 
the Samaritane. 
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' ough the Penalties impoſed on us by the Laws, be ſevere e- 
nough, yct did we ſeek no morethan the Law dirc&s,we ſhould 
not have ſo much,nor ſomany reaſons to com; lainybut alas;the Laws are 
not keenenough to wound us, nor harp cnough to draw bod to the 
ſatisfation of our enemies, the Inforniers who are inſatialbe in their 
malice, their hatred and their rage. The little fingers of ourproſecu- 
torsare heavier than the Loins of the Law ; it the one cha#tiſe us with 
Rodsthe other do correft us with Scorpions. 

,..2. The old mufty Statutes, that, were made,and intended tothe pre- 
fudice of the Papiits, though ſcldom or never execut-dupon them,are 
turned by theſe CO acainſtuswith ſeverity and height of indigna- 
tion, and we think we may ſafely ſay,that more true Protef.ants bave 
been worried,ruined and #ndone by them\'in the ſpace of half one year, 
than Pa ifs in nceran hundred. T hoſe Rods that were madero ſrourge 
them are dipped in Brine, and laid on dur backs with frokes, till the 
fle>þlood and bones appear. They cafily c{cape the Curſe of the Sta- 
eates,butwe dic without mercy,andcan find no remedy from their ven- 
geance. Dat veniam corvs, vexat cenſura columbas. * 

- 3. To 
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3- To which we will add, The Laws ſometimes ſeen to be 
put upon Tenters, and extended to ſuch uſes and fgnifications , as 
is likely never zarrcd into the minds of thoſe that made thetn. 
Any Comentary is found and good, though ir peryerts the Tex, 
provided it may ferye the turn of our Enemies the LIrformers. 
And there is, almoſt, no Statute , that may not by a dex- 
rrous ex, ofition , become an inſtrument of our ruine ,. as, we find 
by very diſmal experience, almoſt eyery day. Theſe Men are 
marycloully ingenious to deltroy us; and 'tis a ſtrange Law in- 
deed in which they can find nothing to promote it. 

4- We have heard, or read , that in the dayes of our Fa- 
thers, it was thought a good wholeſom rule, that renal Laws 
were to be conſtrucd in the moſt favourable ſenſe, that the words 
were capable of bearing; bur the men of this age, our Proſecutors, 
are of other perſwaſtons, that old worm eaten maxime is now of 
no value or reputation , at leaſt in ſuch caſes where we are con- 
cerned. The ſevere# ſenie that can be put upon them, is the only 
rule aryl meaſure of interpretation , yea , ſenies more ſevere then 
can with any reafon be affixed unto them, are clteemed very /a#- 
dable Expoſitions. All ſenles are good with them that will dous 
burt, and all coments lawful, that may be ſeryiccable to our calz;- 
mity and affiifion. 


5 *y wo__ 2 8 
WMV have bcen in ſome places-puniſhed for fas that we 


never- committed, and proſecuted for our preſence” at 
Conventicles where we never were. This we think is bard meaſure, 
but *ris no other.than what we have had _——_ of. 

2. Thoſe -men upon whoſe Evidence and Oxths, fome of. us 
have been convict:d, are perfons viler than the Earth , their Fa- 
thers we would have fcorned to h ve ict among: the Dogs of our 
Flocks. Thev are the dregs of the People, and the abhorence of all 
that know or have any converſation with them. Their Debaucheries 
have begeered and z7yoverited rhem to. that degree, that they» 
take 117 chistrade. Their Fords and their Oaths will notbe raken, 
221919 tag Neiglycy, for a Groat. 
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3- We have heard or read, that according to our Laws, thoſethat 
receive Evidence againſt any ſubje#. of the Realm , ought to con- 
{ider the quality and credibility of him, or them that give it, and there 
ſeems to be a great dcal of reaſon for it , tor otherwiſe our Efates, 
our Reputation, and our Lives, are all at the mercy and in the diſpo- 
al of all ſuch Varſets, as haveſo much need, and fo little conſcrence, as 
to make merchandize of them. How well this good and charitablc 
rule hath been obſcrycd in thoſe re?:moniesthat have becn taken againlt 
us, we arc not willing toſay. 

4. It is readily grantcd that thoſe Gent/emen, to whom theſc Mi- 
ſcreants ofter their Oaths and Depoſitions, cannot retuſe them, becauſe 
they themſelves become criminal, and liable to proſecutions at Law 
thereby. But wedo humbly conceive, thatwhen we appeal to the 
Seſſions, which is a Court of Jadicature , where they cither are our 
Fadges, our Fury, or both ; the quality of the Witneſſes and Deponents, 
ought to be conftdered , elpccially when we bring evidence ſufficient 
to diſable all their atteftatiorns. 
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I. E are ruined in our E#axtes and Fortunes; our Houſcs arc bro- 

ken up, the Goods and Furniture whereof arc violeritly taken 
from us, and whatever we have any propriety in, is taken our of our 
Foſeſſions. Thoſe thar ſpoi7 us'ſhew us no mercy, they arc im x2rable 
to all our Intreaties and Complaints. It we tell them that by the ſeizure 
and ſale of our Goods, our Perſons and Familics are beggered, and 
brought to a morſel of Bread, *tis to as good purp/e, as it we dilcourſed 
to the ſame {ene to the Wolves of the Deſerts. What evidence they 
do give toothersthat they arc men,we do not know , but we arc able 
to infer it, from no other argament but .their ſhape. 

2. All the Applications that we. make to them tor mercyor favour, 
arc rejected with infolent pride and ſcorn ; themoſt modatt and hum- 
ble Petitions and Sujj Aications, arc reccived wit! race-and indignation. 
Tis a crime to bcg .any abatement or remiſſions of the utmoſt 'ſeveritzes 
of the Laws; and ſome that have becn zmeaſie and complaincd ct thc 
brrden cf them, we arc inclincd to think, will complain no-more,ha- 
ving no mind to be laſhed wiilft they are raw. 

2. The utual antw:r that is made to all-the Addreſſes, that wc 
make unto them, isthis, Tozt are a:compuny of fa.'ious F matiques, and 
104 #11 beas the penalties of the Statutes ; ani we bave born them 10 
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long, ſome of us, that we can bear them 70 more. For how they wi | 
defrain upon thoſe that have no Goods, we connot ealily underitand, 
nor how, the mul#s will be paid by infolent perſons, we are not able 
to divine. 

. We take no pleaſure in theſe Narrations, and we hope we may 
be believed, when we ſay, that we arc ſorry that we have any occaſion 
for them ; but truth isrruth, loſers will talk. Thoſe that are pinch- 
ed will go near to complain} We are no Stoicks, we have not put off 
the Paſſions and Aﬀettions of Humane Nature , nor are we liketo do, 
tho, perhaps, we may have reaſon to wiſhit a thing poſi1e. 


DS 


% <—— 
| —OC— 


SE 4: $a 


3 E arc impriſoned and laid in Goals among Rogues. Weare 
made (at leaſt) neighbours to thole thatare the lees of the peo- 
ple. Our reſtraintisa Ca/cmity, but the Neighborhoo4 of thele Var/ers; 
make it much morc heayy and in/rpportab/-. Their ſwearing and blaſ- 
phemy, their M:dnight Revels and Debaucheries (which we cannot ccalc 
to hear) are a perpetual offence unto us ; and we think it a cruclty 
much like that of chaining the Living to the Dead. : 

2. *Tis true ſometimes we have good company more than we do de- 
fire, for we arc tarown by heajs into Prifons and Places of Reſtrainr. 
But though the preſence of our Friends be pleaſant, and their Conver- 
fation lovely, and we could heartily rcjoyce in it elewhere ; *tisno ſo 
laceto us to have them Comparions in our Griets, or Cojartners in our 
Calamirties, and we ſhould rejoyce in their /berty though we our ſelyes 
wcre bound. 

z If we {urvive our Impriſonmznrt, (which we do not alwaics do) 
and return again to our own houſes, we bring along with us the founda- 
tion of thoſe Dilcales, that in ſome ſpace and tract of time do bring us 
ro 017” Graves. The cloſcncls of our Lodgings, rhethicknef, impurity, 
and corruption of the Air, the want of duz exerciſe to move and agitate 
the h:1mors of our Bodics, and preſerve them trom ſtagnation, over- 
throws our very Craſis and Conſtitution, and thence proceeds thoſe Di- 
ſeſes, that no art can curcor remove. 

4. Suppole that by care and art our Lives bea little prolonged, we 
are a burchcn ro our ſ-/ves, and all that are about us. And whereas 
other me n die butonce, we dic a thouſand times, and as often ſtab to 


the he.zrt all that hayeany kindneſsforpaſſion for us. 
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1, E arc repreſented as Enemiesto the Goyernment, and tradu- 

ccd as i//oyaltoour Prince. *Tis ſuggeſted that we have an 
averſation for Monarchy, and that we have a mighty fondneſs for . a 
Democratical Government. Whether thoſc that firlt reported theſ: 
things concerning us, did be/zeve themwe cannot tell, but we arcſure 
that many othersdo. Ve trad that precept of Machianil veritied in our 
ſelves, Calumniare audztter, ſaltem aliquid adherebit. Calumniate bold- 
I - ſomething arleaſt will ſtrike. The moſt pucid Lies will find ſomeper- 
ons that will &e/zeve them ; and rhe moſt improbable falhods will re- 
celive entertainment with eaſe and credu/zus minds. 

2. By this means wearc made odiousto ſome perſons, and ſuſpetted of 
many others; ſoinc hate us implacably, others grow jealous, and enter- 
tain hard thorghts of us. Were the charatters they give ustrue and de- 
izryed,we ſhould have no rea for to complain,but for asmuch aswe know 
Qur lelyes innocent, 1t cannot but be matter of reſentmentto us, to be {0 
villanouſly and { itefully bely*d and defamed. 

2. *Tis true, there be very many that have other apgrehenſions of us, 
they are better acquainted with our Judgments and Lives,than to belicye 
{tuch odious charaiters and deſcrittions, and we have reaſon to bleſs Cod 
tcr it, for if all (I mcan all Church-of-England-men) believed them, we 
muſt certainly be oztrage din the ſtreets, and knocked on the head in the 
Tigh-wayes and Village -<; and all thatkilled us, would think they dc- 
ſeryed a compenſation tor ridding the Nation of ſuch pernicious vermin. 

4. Tothele infamors hes and he!liſh infinuations,we muſt impute the 
with-drawing of his Maje#es favour from vs, for although we do be- 
!teve that he knows little of thoſe ſever:ties that are uſed and cxcrcited 
zoward us, yet we cannot but thizk, that he hath a little Icoſned the 
rein, by which he reſtrained his Magiſtrates and Officers from proſceu- 
ung and affliting us. We complain not of our Soveraign, we have had 
much ex/erience of his clemency. He muſt ſee by other mens-Fyes, and 


1car by other mens Ears, and if the ſame im ions fiarigers be reported 
10 him, that are to many of his ſ#5jetts concerning us, (of which there 
;5no doubt) we cannot much wonder at our preſent /offerings; tor iup 
poling them true, - they were no more than we had abrndan: 
delcrycd. 
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of tb E Papiſts: arc treated with much more kindneſs, civility and 
mercy than we can find or receiveat the hands of thoſe that pro- 
an #$ fecuteus. *Tis but ſeldom, that any of the Penal Laws are executed 


'-A upon them ; they live in peace, and diſturbance given unto them bur 
clc rarely. If to avoid the fm and ſcandal! of partiality, ſome of 
ure them be at ſometzmes proſecuted, they uſually come oft eaſier than 
Dur we do. And when they appear before Magiſtrates, they are treat- 
1d- &] with /angage that is ſoft and humane. 
)Cr- 2. Why there is ſo great and manifeſt a difference betwixt their 
[C- anc} our treatment, we do not underſtand. 

3Z. Peradventure they may be perſons of better humour, and more 
d of pleaſant Converſation than we are. We have not much perſonal know- 
ItCr- ledge of them , or acquaintance with them, and therctore do not 
dc- know what Charms and Attrattives may adorn their Com; ortment 
now and Behaviow. Some of them we have ;erſonally known , and 
x lo | many others by very credible Fame 'and Tradition, aud wedo nor 


reme;rber, that we have eithcr heard or obferyed them eminent -in 
f us, | any thing, unleſs it be Debarchery, Tenorarce and Sm er/ition. 
Jicve 4. \Vchaveread and heard ſomething of their kindneſs to Prote/ants 
5 Cod in Forcign Contreys, as well as in thisthe Land of our Nativity. What 
» VE} they have done 1n all parts of Germany, Ttaly, France, and $, ain, 
nthefÞ is known to all men that converſe in the Records and Hiſtories of 
y ac- | thoſe Corntreys. What they did in England, in the Reign of Queen 
Un- Mary, and what they did in Ire/and, in the lalt Age, is not forger- 
tetheY ten, In brief, They murthered them by Myriads, and that after the 
dobe-F moſt cruel arid barbarovs manner, that the wit of man, inſpired by 
xcifedÞ He77, could poſlibly invent 3 andif God in mercy had not diſcovered 
ed ey their Phot and Intention, we had fclt the weight of their gentle hands 
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P Erfons have been ſolicited to accuſe us of Plots, and conſequently 
L of Perjxry and Fathoad, to expoſe us to the preblick, vengeance. 
This is a late Lleſed inzention , and is capable of imjrovement, and 
may with ſome care and good condutt, become a yery effeftual meh to 

roy 


®s to the Mes of thoſe that have any Bowels of Compalhion. 
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deſtroy us. This co2t7?2.,nce w.ll depriveus of Life, Eifgte and Honour 
all cogether. We ſhall not only dre, but we ſhall dze with ſhame, infamy 
and reproach, to all G*nerations. Vide the Narrative of ſeveral of the 
Diſcoverer of the lateP bt. ; 

2. Applications have been mae to Per ſons in Goals for debt, and 
ſums of money more then they arc worth, or able to pay. who have 
been promiled forgiveneſs and libercy, 1t ſo be they will accuſe and 
impeach ſome Diſenters with whom they have formerly had acgiain- 
tance and converlation. *T is known that a Priſon is no pleaſant retire- 
ment, and that a great deb; to an inlolent Perſon; 1s an wneajie burth- 
en, and that hopes of liberty and deliverance, may be a rempration 
probably luccelsul, and there have been thoſe in the World, that haye 
not been wanting to make the Experiment. * I istriuc, we do not re- 
member, to have knowie , or heard that they have been often ſuccels: 
tal. Perjury and Murther arc Crimcs of that enormous narurc, that 
there are ſome very bad Men, that have not throats large enough to (wa]- 
low them. Bura little time, and tome good Examp/es and encourage- 
inents, may take off thc Dread, and reconcile them to the Pratice 
of it. Vide Idem. 

3. Belides this miſchievious Engine, there arc a generation of ſetter: 
that haunt publick Houſes, mingle with all com: aries, and talk Sedi- 
riouſly with great freedom and boldneſs of diſcourſe. And why do they 
do it? *Tis rotempt others to ſpeake ſomething which they may 7- 
derſtand, and pervert to their Prejudice and R:tin. And "will be 
hard to ſpeakany thing ſo warily or i-nocent/y, which they cannot cx- 
pound into Treaſon, or Revellion; tor they have an excelent faculty 
of extraCting Poyſon out of the moſt innocent Drugs and venom, from 
the moſt harmlc(s Herbs and F lowers. Videl dem. | 

4. By this means 'tis come to pals, that we can hardly pzrmit cur 
ſelves the liberty of any publick Converſaton, though abour necellaſary 
bu'innſs, or employment. It we chance ro mcet cach other in any pub- 
lick Place, we are obliged to look round, and obſcrye who ſtands ne! 
as, for though we ſhould talk of nothing but of the aff cares of our tam 
lies, and our callings; we do not know, but it may amount to Sed! 
tion, or ſome defign againlt the State , if the Setters and Trapanne 
ſhould chance to over heare us. b | 

5. Thisis our Caſe, and wethink it ſuch as may juſtihe a complain, 
we havenot ſaid aff that we could fay, upon this do/efu7 Subject, no 
have we give any thing its juſt Aggravarions. We have ſaid nothin 
but what is 77s, nor indeed is there any need of Fi#t19n,to comme 
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CHAP. Il 
The Diſſenters Expoſtulations. 


SECEH 1 


I, N D what now are our Faults and Crimes, or of what 
number and nature are our Tranſactions ? What is it we 
have done, to make us become the Objects of all that 
rage and wrath, that is uſed, and ſpent againlt us? Are 

we the vileſt of Mortals? Are we the moſt profligate of Mankind ? Are 

we the only part of the Nation, that deferve the publick Vengeance ? 

Why are we hunted and proſecuted like Beaſts of Prey, and as if we 

werea common Nuance to the Countrey, and Land of our Nativity 

or Birth. 

2, We are treated as the Off-ſcouring of the Earth, the filth of the 
World, and Refuſe of the People. There is no Contempt, no Scorn; 
no Reproach, no Penalties, no Violence, no Injury, no Oppreſſion, 
thought too much to be impoſed and laid upon us. But how is it pro- 
ved that we have deſerved it * What evidenceis there of thoſe Enormi- 
ties, that may ultifie thele extraordinary Methods of proceeding againſt 
us, The Chriſtians complained of old, that they were puniſhed and 
condemned for the ſake of the Chriſtian name, not for the ſake of any 
Crimes that were proved againſt them, Hominis Prelinum eſt. See Tertnll, 
in Apolget. and Athenagoras in legat. pro Chriſtianis. 

3- Something of this ſort is happened to us in the preſent Age. To 
be a Diſſenter is Crime enough to expoſe a man to the rage of Perſecu- 
tors. Illud ſolum expeitatur, quod odio publico neceſſarium eſt, confeſſio no- 
minis, non examinatio criminis. Diſſent, to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, is 
Xquipollent to all the Publican and Harlot Sins in the World, and we 
may be guilty of them (we arc ſorry to ſpeak it) at far calier and cheaper 
rates, Fornication, Adultery, Scandal, Oppreſſion, Lying, Perjury, 
Scorn of all Religion, and Blaſphemy, are Peceadilio's in compariſon of 
N onconformiſty. The former are calily expiated, but nothing will allow 
for the latter but our ruine, 
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4: The Chriſtians cf the firſt Ages did not deny that they were accu-- 
ſed of ſundry monſtrous Crimes, nor do we deny that we are made (uth- 
ciently vile by charge and imputation, but nothing was proved againſt 
them, Nor arc thoſe infamozs Stories reported concerning us, capable 
of any proot or demonſtration, for Lics can never become truth, nor 
f:\hoods obtain the nature of undoubted Veritics, and *cis truth alone 
that is proveable by argument and convidive evidence, *Tis true we 
do confeſs. that Mcn of Parts and 1/1 will very finely drefs a Falſhood, 
ard perſons of an impudeet Frent and proſtituted Conſcience will affirm the 
moſt prodigions Lics and Slanders 3 but when all is done, the nature of: 
things and Fadts is the ſam, and utterly invariable, , 
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1; Is it aSin of ſo monſtrous a nature,that nothing can expiate it but 
our deſtruction to refuſe to ſubſcribe Propoſitions of doubtful and un+« 
certain nature ? If they be doubttul, why are we obliged to aſſert their 
truth ? If they be uncertain, why muli we aver them paſt all' Gontro- 
verly and Diſpute ? If they be neither doubtful, nor uncertain, why is 
it that Chriſtians are not agreed concerning them? Why is the learned 
World fo much divided about them? Would they everlaſtingly con- 
tend, about things evident and apparent ? Would they perpetuate a 
Controverly about things as plain as the Light, and obvious as the 
mid-day Sun ? 

2. Is it a Crime that deſerves all this Cruelty,and all thoſe Barbaritics 
that are executed vpon us, that we refuſe our Subſcription to things of 
impertinent and unnecefſary nature ? Are all thofe Propoſitions and 0- 
ther things to which our Subſcription and Conſent, and many others, 
is required neceffary, and of the eſſence of the Religion of Chriſt Je- 
ſirs ? May not a man be a good Chriſtion, though he (ſhould not un- 
deritand, nor b:lieve any thing of them ? If they be neceſſary, why 
are they not. comprehended in the Baptiſmal Covenant, or in the Creed, 
Lord*s Prayer, and the ten Commandments ? Theſe were anciently 
thought to contain all the neceſſary DoCtrines of Chriſtian Faith and 
PraQice,and we are of Opinion they do ſo fill. The eſſential and necef(- 
ſary parts of Religion are invariable, they are the {ame now that they 
were in the days of «the Apoſtles and antient Churches. 

3+ Isit ſo heinous a Tranſgreffion to refuſe the practice of things of 
no ile, and te no edifiacation, that no compenſation can be made for 
it; but what will undge us? We do not know of what uſe thoſe Cere- 
MONICs - 
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monies are, that have been, and fill are in uſe in this Chrerch, nor who 
is edified by them. We are ſure thoſe that are the greateſt Zealots for 
them, do not appear to be much edified by the Appointments and loſti- 
tutions of God, and *twere ſtrange if they ſhould be advantaged by 
thoſe of Man, who are little or nothing believed by thoſe of God. And 
it thoſe that love and admire them, make no profitable uſe of them, 
What may be hoped from thoſe that love them not ? 

4+ Arc not the Laws of God ſuthcient for our Obſervation ? And may 
not Chriſtians go fate to Heaven, under the dire&tion, and in the Obe- 
dience of his Commandments ? Are God's Laws ſufficient for their end, 
or are they not ? It they be (ſufficient, What need is there of any additi- 
ons to them ? It they be not ſufficient, Why do we aſfert and prove it 
againli the Papiſts ? 

5. Since Chriſt Feſics hath freed us from the Toke, that God himſelf 
had impoſed upon the Fewiſh Church, we know no Obligation lying 
upon us, to receive a Toke that (hall be impoſed upon us by Man, We 
refuſe Obedience to none of the Laws of God, nor to no Laws of Men, 
that are neceſlary for the obſcrvance of the Divine Appointments and 
Inſtitutions, ſuch as are the determination of time and place, and ſun- 
dry others, but theſe Laws that are the effe&s of pure will, and of no 
aſc nor profit, but occaſions of Strife and Contention, we do profeſs to 
all the World, we know not the Obligation of them, 

6, Mult we be Ruined, Baniſhed, or Hanged, for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe we are loath to be damned ? St, Paul Gith, that Whatſoever 
is not of Faith is Sin, and he that doubteth is damned if he eat. We have 
conſidered the impoſitions that are laid upon our Judgments and Practi- 
ces, we have ſpent much time in the meditation of them, and would ve- 
ry willingly have ſubmitted to them, if we could have done it with a 
ſatisfked and aflured Mind.But upon the moſt ſerious deliberation which we 
have made upon them, we tind an everlaſting renitency of Judgment 
and Confcienceagainlt them. This is our Caſe, and this is our Fault, 
and muſt we abjure the Land, or ſwing in a Rope at home, for the ſake 
of it ? This in our Apprebenſion is ſomewhat (evere, but the choice is not 
dificule, we had far rather be Baniſhed our Countrey then that out 
of Heaven, *tis more eligible to climb a Gallows, cr aſcend a Gibbet, 
then deſcend the nethermoſt Hell. But whether it be juſtifiable to im- 
poſe ſuch a choice upon us,” is worthy the contideration of thoſe that arc 
concerned therein, 
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deſtroy us. This comt77vance w.ll depriveus of Life, Eifate and Honour 
all cogerher. We ſhall not only die, but we ſhall dze with ſhame, infamy 
and reproach, to all G*nerations. Vide the Narrative of ſeveral of the 
Diſcoverer of the LateP bt. 

2. Applications have been made to Per ſons in Goals for debt, and 
ſums of money more then they arc worth, or able to pav. who have 
been promiled forgiveneſs and liberty, 1t ſo be they will accuſe and 
impeach ſome Diſſenters with whom they have formerly had acgiain- 
tance and converlation. *T is known that a Priſon is no pleaſant retire- 
ment, and that a great deb: to an inlolcnt Perſon; is-an uneaje burth- 
en, and that hopes of liberty and deliverance, may be a t2mpration 
probably luccelstul, and there have been thoſe in the World, that haye 
not been wanting to. make the Experiment. * I istruc, we do not re- 
member, to have knowwe , or heard that they have been often ſuccel; 
tul. Perjury and Murther arc Crimcs of that enormous nature, that 
there are ſome very bad Mer, that have not throats large enough to (wa]- 
low them. Bura little time, and tome good Exam /es and encourage- 
ments, may take off rhe Dread, and reconcile them to the Pratice 
of it. Vide Tdem. 

3. Beſides this miſchievious Engine, there arc a generation of ſetters 
that haunt publick Houſes, mingle with all com” aries, and talk Sedi- 
riouſly with great freedom and boldnels of diſcourſe. And why dothey 
do it? *Tis rotempt others to ſpeake ſomething which they may 7: 
derſtand, and peryert to their Prejudice and Rivin. And 'ewill bc 
hard to ſpeakany thing ſo warily or innocently, which they cannot cx- 
pound into Treaſon, or Rebellion; for they have an excelent faculy 
of extrafting Poyſon out of the moſt innocent Drugs and venom, from 
the moſt harmlcſs Herbs and Flowers. VideI dem. 

4. By this means *tis come to pals, that we can hardly pzrmir cur 
ſelves the liberty of any publick Converſation, though abour necelaſary 
buinnſs, or employment. If we chance to meet cach other in any pu# 
lick Pla e, WCare obliged tO look round and obſcrve who ſtands ne 
as, for though we ſhould talk of nothing but of the aff cires of our fam 
lies, and -our callings; we do not know, but it may amount to Sed! 
tion, or ſome defign againſt the State , 1 the Setters and Trap anne! 
ſhould chance to over heare us. | 

5. Thisis our Caſe, and wethink it ſuch as may juſtihe a complai, 
we havenort ſaid all that we could fay, upon this do/efau7 Subject, n 
have we given any thing its jult AggravArzons. We have ſaid noth1 
but what is 774, nor indeed is there any need of Frttion,ro comme 
s ro the Merry of thoſe that have any Bowel; of Compathon. 
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CHAP. II. 
T he Diſenters Expoſtulations. 


\* 4 »$ a7 


i, ND what now are our Faults and Crimes, or of what 
number and nature are our Tranſactions ? What is it we 
have done, to make us become the Objects of all that 
rage and wrath, that is uſed, and ſpent againlt us? Are 

we the vileſt of Mortals? Are we the moſt profligate of Mankind ? Are 

we the only part of the Nation, that deſerve the publick Vengeance ? 

Why are we hunted and proſecuted like Beaſts of Prey, and as if we 

were a common Nuſance to the Countrey, and Land of our Nativity 

or Birth. 

2, We are treated as the Off-ſcouring of the Earth, the filth of the 
World, and Refuſe of the People. There is no Contempt, no Scorn; 
no Reproach, no Penalties, no Violence, no Injury, no Opprefſion, 
thought too much to be impoſed and laid upon us. But how is it pro- 
ved that we have deſerved it * What evidenceis there of thoſe Enormi- 
ties, that may juſtitie theſe extraordinary Methods of proceeding againſt 
us, The Chriſtians complained of old, that they were puniſhed and 
condemned for the ſake of the Chriſtian name, not for the ſake of any 
Cries that were proved againſt them, Hominis Preliem eſt. See Tertnll, 
in Apolget. and Athenagoras in legat. pro Chriſtianis. 

3- Something of this ſort is happened to us in the preſent Age. To 
be a Diſſenter is Crime enough to expoſe a man to the rage of Perſecu- 
tors. Iilud ſolum expetatur, quod odio publico neceſſarium eſt, confeſſio no- 
minis, non examinatio criminis. Diſſent, to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, is 
#quipollent to all the Publican and Harlot Sins in the World, and we 
may be guilty of them (we arc ſorry to ſpeak it) at far eaſier and cheaper 
rates, Fornication, Adultery, Scandal, Oppreffion, Lying, Perjury, 
Scorn of all Religion, and Blaſphemy, are Peceadilio's in compariſon of 
N onconformiſty, The former are ealily expiated, but nothing will allow 
for the latter but our ruine, | 
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deſtroy us. This c92t72v,nce w.ll depriveus of Life, Eftate and Honowr 
all rogether. We ſhall not only die, but we ſhall die with ſhame, infamy 
and reproach, to all G*ncrations. Vide the Narrative of ſeveral of the 
Diſcoverers of the LiteP (bt. 

2. Applications have been mae to Per ſons in Goats for debt, and 
ſums of money more then they are worth, or able to pav. who haye 
been promiled forgiveneſs and liberty, 1t ſo be they will accuſe and 
impcach ſome Diſenters with whom they have formerly had acguain- 
tance and converlation. *T is known that a Priſon is no pleaſant retire- 
ment, and that a great deb: to an inlolent Perſon; is an wneajie burth- 
en, and that hopes of liberty and delzverance, may be a r2mpration 
probably luccelstul, and there have been thoſe in the World, that haye 
not been wanting to make the Experiment. * I istruc, we do not re- 
member, to have knowue ,. or heard that they have becn often ſucces 
tal. Perjury and Murther arc Crimcs of that enormous nature, that 
there are ſome very bad Men, that have not throats large enough to iwa]- 
low them. Bura little time, and ſome good Examp/es and encourage- 
ments, may take off the Dread, and reconcile them to the Pratice 
of it. Vide Tdem. 

3. Belides this miſchievios Engine, there arc a generation of ſetter; 
that haunt publick Houſes, mingle with all com” aries, and talk Sedi- 
tiouſly with great freedom and boldneſs of diſcourſe. And why do they 
do it ? *Tis rotempr others to ſpeake ſomething which they may ur- 
derſtand,; and pervert to their Prejudice and Rtn. And *will be 
hard to ſpeakany thing ſo warily or innocently, which they cannot ex- 
pound into Treaſon, or Rebellion; for they have an cxcelent faculy 
of extraCting Poyſon out of the moſt innocent Drugs and yenom, fron 
the moſt harmlc(s Herbs and F lowers. Videl dem. 

4. By this means *tis come to pals, that we can hardly pzrmir cu 
ſetves the liberty of any publick Converſation, though about neceſſaſar 
bu innſs, or employment. If we chance to meet cach other in any pu 
lick Place, we are obliged to look round, and obſerve who ſtands ne 
as, for though we ſhould talk of nothing but of the aff zires of our tam 
lies, and-our callings; we do not know, but it may amount to Se 
tion, or ſome delign againlt the State , if the Setters and Trapanne 
ſhould chance to over heare us. : | 

5. Thisis our Caſe, and wethink it ſuch as may juſtific a complu 
we havenot ſaid all that we could fay, upon this Jo/efa7 Subject, n 
have we given any thing its juſt Aggravarions. We have ſaid nothi 
but what is 774, nor indecd is there any need of Fitf;on,to comme 

8 to the Merry of thoſe that have any Bowels of Compaſhion. 
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CHAP. II. 
d T he Diſſenters Expoſtulations. 
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jon I, ND what now are our Faults and Crimes, or of what 

=_ number and nature are our Tranſactions ? What is it we 

_—_ have done, to make us become the Objedts of all that 

cole. rage and wrath, that is uſed, and ſpent againlt us? Are 
that we the vileſt of Mortals? Are we the moſt profligate of Mankind ? Are 

Geal- we the only part of the Nation, that deſerve the publick Vengeance ? 

_ Why are we hunted and proſecuted like Beaſts of Prey, and as if we 

aftice one __ Nuſance to the Countrey, and Land of our Nativity 

OT Birtn, 

ferter: 2, We are treated as the Off-ſcouring of the Earth, the filth of the 
Sodi- World, and Refuſe of the People. There is no Contempt, no Scorn; 

othey no Reproach, no Penalties, no Violence, no Injury, no Oppreflion, 

y 1d thought too much to be impoſed and laid upon us. But how is it pro- 


711 be ved that we have deſerved it > What evidenceis there of thoſe Enormi- 
10r ex} - fies, that may jultifie theſe extraordinary Methods of proceeding againſt 
Ficulnſh vs: The Chriftians complained of old, that they were puniſhed and 
" fron condemned for the ſake of the Chriſtian name, not for the ſake of any 
, Crimes that were proved againſt them, Hominis Prelium eſt. See Tertxll, 
in Apolget. and Athenagoras in legat. pro Chriſtianis. 


mar 3. Something of this ſort is happened to us in the preſent Age. To | 
| = rub be a Diſſenter is Crime enough to expoſe a man to the rage of Perſecu- | 
" I« ned £915 1tlud ſolum expeCtatur, quod odio publico neceſſarium eſt, confeſſio no- | 
_ f mill 10m, non examinatio criminis. Diſſent, to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, is 
_ - i ©quipollent to all the Publican and Harlot Sins in the World, and we 
0” 1 maybe guilty of them (we arc ſorry to ſpeak it) at far cafier and cheaper 
"aa rates. Fornication, Adultery, Scandal, Oppreſſion, Lying, Perjury, 
Ji Scorn of all Religion, and Blaſphemy, are Peceadilio's in compariſon of 
= ; N onconformiſty, The former are ealily expiated, but nothing will allow 
Trl for the latter but our ruine. 
| | 
comme - oy 
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4: The Chriſtians cf the firſt Ages did not deny that they were accu-. 
ſed of ſundry monfrons Crimes, nor do we deny that we are made ſuth- 
ciently vile by charge and imputation, but nothing was proved againſt 
them, Nor are thoſe infamors Stories reported concerning us, capable 
of any proot or demonſtration, for Lics can never become truth, nor 
f:\ſhoods obtain the nature of undoubted Veritics, and *cis truth alone 
that is proveable by argument and convidctive evidence. *Tis true we 
do confeſs. that Men of Parts and 1/7: will very timely drefs a Falſhood, 
ard pe:fons of an impudeut Frent and proſtituted Conſcience will afirm the 
moſt prodigions Lics and Slanders ; but when all is done, the nature of 
things and Fadts is the ſam, and utterly invariable, , 


SECT 3; 


1; Is it a Sin of ſo monſtrous a nature,that nothing can expiate it but 
our deſtruction to refuſe to ſubſcribe Propoſitions of doubtful and un- 
certain nature ? If they be doubttul, why are we obliged to aſſert their 
truth ? If they be uncertain, why muli we aver them paſt all' Gontro- 
ver(ly and Diſpute ? If they be neither doubtful, nor uncertain, why is 
it that Chriſtians are not agreed concerning them? Why is the learned 
World fo much divided about them? Would they everlaſtingly con- 
tend, about things evident and apparent ? Would they perpetuate a 
Controverly about things as plain as the Light, and obvious as the 
mid-day Sun ? 

2. Is it a Crime that deſerves all this Cruelty,and all thoſe Barbaritics 
that are executed vpon us, that we refuſe our Subſcription to things of 
impertinent and unneceſſary nature ? Are all thofe Propofitions and 0- 
ther things to which our Subſcription and Conſent, and many others, 
is required neceſſary, and of the eſſence of the Religion of Chriſt Fe- 
ſus ? May not a man be a good Chriſtion, though he ſhould not un- 
derſtand, nor believe any thing of them? I they be neceſſary, why 
are they not comprehended in the Baptiſmal Covenant, or in the Creed, 
Lord*s Prayer, and the ten Commandments ? © Theſe were anciently 
thought to contain all the neceſſary Doctrines of Chriſtian Faith and 
PraQice,and we are of Ofinion they do ſo fill. The eſſential and nece(- 
ſary parts of Religion are invariable, they are the {ame now that they 
were in the days of «the Apoſtles and antient Churches. 

3+ Isit ſo heinous a Tranſgreffion to refuſe the practice of things of 
no ufc, and te no edifiacation, that no compenſation can be made for 
it; but what will undge us? We do not know of what uſe thoſe Cere- 

MOonics : 
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monies are, that have been, and (till are in uſe in this Church, nor who 
is edified by them. We are ſure thoſe that are the greateſt Zealots for 
them, do not appear to be much edified by the Appointments and [oſti- 
tutions of God, and *twere ſtrange if they ſhould be advantaged by 
thoſe of Man, who are little or nothing believed by thoſe of God. And 
it thoſe that love and admire them, make no profitable uſe of them, 
What may be hoped from thoſe that love them not ? 

4+ Arc not the Laws of God ſuthcient for our Obſervation ? And may 
not Chriſtians go ſafe to Heaven, under the direQion, and in the Obe- 
dience of his Commandments ? Are God's Laws ſufficient for their end, 
or arc they not ? It they be ſufficient, What need is there of any additi- 
ons to them ? If they be not ſufficient, Why do we aſſert and prove it 
againli the Papiſts ? 

5. Since Chriſt Feſics hath freed us from the Yoke, that God himſelf 
had impoſed upon the Fewiſh Church, we know no Obligation lying 
upon us, to receive a Toke that (hall be impoſed upon us by Man, We 
refuſe Obedience to none of the Laws of God, nor to no Laws of Men, 
that are neceſlary for the obſervance of the Divine Appointments and 
Inſtitutions, ſuch as are the determination of time and place, and ſun- 
dry others, but theſe Laws that are the effe&ts of pure will, and of no 
wſc nor profit, but occaſions of Strife and Contention, we do profeſs to 
all the World, we know not the Obligation of them, 

6, Mult we be Ruined, Baniſhed, or Hanged, for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe we are loath to be damned ? St, Paul faith, that Fhatſoever 
is not of Faith is Sin, and he that doubteth is damned if he eat. We have 
conſidered the impoſitions that are laid upon our Judgments and Practi- 
ces, we have ſpent much time in the meditation of ther, and would ve- 
ry willingly have ſubmitted to them, if we could have done it with a 
ſatisfed and aflured Mind.But upon the moſt ſerioxs deliberation which we 
have made upon them, we find an everlaſting renitency of Judgment 


and Confcienceagainlt them. This is our Caſe, and this is our Fault, 


and muſt we abjure the Land, or ſwing in a Rope at home, for the ſake 
of it ? This in our Apprehenſion is (omewhat ſevere, but the choice is not 
dificulet, we had far rather be Baniſhed our Countrey then that out 
of Heaven, *cis more eligible to climb a Gallows, or aſcend a Gibbet, 
then deſcend the nethermolt Hell. But whether it be juſtifiable to im- 
poſe ſuch a choice upon us,; is wurthy the contideration of thoſe that are 
concerned therein, 


D 2 SECT. 
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SECT. 3. 


1, Is it a greater Sin to Worſhip God by otker rules, then thoſe pre- 
ſcribed by our Laws, then it is to liveas without God in the World, and 
never perform any publick Worſhip to him at all ? How many thouſands 
are there in the Towns, Cities, and Villages, of this Nation, that ne- 
ver attend the houſe of God, that never Sandifie bis Sabbaths, or Vene- 
rate his Sancjuarices ? And what are the Puniſhments that they do ſa- 
ſtain thereby ? Are they proſecuted at Law? Are their Goods ſeized? 
Their Perſons Impriſoncd, and their Families beggered in revenge 
thereof ? | 

2. We hear of no Complaints or Lamentations, made by theſe kind 
of People, which ſurcly they would do, if they had any occafion or 
foundation for them. They are not Men of ſuch tame and paſſive 
Spirits, as to endure ſcourging without any Groans or Exclamations 
for though they regard not God nor his Worſhip, they love their Liberty 
and their Eftates, and would not part with them without loud ſignifi- 
cations of their ReluQaricy againſt it. Since they cry not out of Violence 
and Opprefſion, we may be ſure they are at reſt. 

3. May Men be Atheiſts , Infidels, or Heathens, with Impunity ? May 
they defie God and all the Laws and Methods of his Worſhip with all 
the ſecurity they candefire or wiſh? And muſt the Diſſenters be worried 
like Bears, and torn with Doggs becauſe they fear God and call upon 
his name ? *Tis true, they do not do it altogether according to the di- 
reQion of our Laws. But do they not do it according to the Eaws of 
God ? Did St. Petcr and St. Paw] uſe any more Ceremony or Liturgy in 
Preaching, Praying, and Adminiſtring the Sacrament then they do ? 
And why may not that ſuffice? Is it a pardonable Crime to be a Hea- 
then, and is it a fault worthy of the ſevereſt Puniſhment to Worſhip God 
and his Chriſt after the manner and example of the Apoſtles? Some Men 
{cem to be of that Opinion, but we think it were not-amiſs to renounce 
it, for ſure we are, that the Devil is the Author of it. 

4. We are not ignorant of what is ſaid, by the Mafiers and Fautors 
of Impoſitions, on the bchalf, and for the defence of them. *Tis faid, 
that without them no Peace nor Order can ever be preſerved in the 
Church of God. But we areof another mind. In our Judgment, no- 
thing ought to be impoſed, but a few, plain, neceſſary things, and 
thoſe are cnough for the maintenance of Peace, and that to impoſe a mul- 


titude of things, needleſs, obſcure, controverted, and wncertain is the high 
and 
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and certain way to endleſs Faftions and Diviſions, and that as much Peace 
as the Church of God is capable of in this imperfe& State, may be more 
fafcly and advantageouſly obtained without them. But for this wemuſt 
again refer the Reader to the Book called the Samaritan. 


SE CT. 4 


1. Have we formed any Conſpiracy againſt the Perſon and Life «f our 
Soveraign ? Have we held any Cabals or Conſultations for the promoting 
of his Muxther ? Have any Sums of Money been advanced to encourage, 
and reward ſo horrid an undertaking? Who were the Collefors? Who the 
Receivers ?* And where is the Treaſuryin which it was lodged, or laid. 

2, Have we deligned the change or alteration of the Government ? Have 
we purpoſed to overthrow the Eftabliſhed Monarchy, and to introduce a 
Democracy in the room of it ? Where is the Model of it ? Who was the 
Author ? and where was it found ? -It mult be ſuppoſed, that if we have 
intended to ſubvert the old Fabrick we have a new one to ere in the 
{icad of it ? But what isit, and after what exemplar was it drawn ? 

3. Suppoling we had detigned ſuch a mutation, by what means or en- 
deavors could we hope to accompliſh it ? Would a new Model overthrow 
our old Government, meerly by being invented by ſome Fanciful Man ? 
Where are thoſe Sons of Mars and Apollo? Thoſe Perſons of Wiſdom 
and Valour that muſt have executed thefe Chymerical Proje&ts? Could 
we think to effe&t them without Men, and Arms, and all the Fxrniture 
and Proviſions for War ? 

4. Who, and where are the Men that muſt have fought under our 
Banners, and have marched at the ſound of our Trumpets, and noiſe of 
our Drums ? Who Diſciplined, or taught them: the Myſtery of War? 
Where were they Muſtered, was it above or beneath the Earth? Was it 
among the Clouds of Heaven, or in the ſubterrancous Vaults of Hzl! ? 
Surely it muſt bez in one of them, if any where, for there was neverany 
{uch on Earth : And for ought that we know, imaginary Maſters, and 
Armies, may be accommodate enough, | to deſigns in Romance, and to * 
all others, we are perfet Strangers, and know-not a Tittle concerning 
them, 

5. As we think it impoſſible to have managed a Deſign againſt the 
Government with Secrecy, had we been ſo wicked to have undertaken 
it; ſo we do utterly difſavow any ſuch thing : We have no Purpoſes or 
Intentions, but only to live peaceably and quietly under His Majs/ties 
Government and Protection, We do confeſs, we would be glad to 
enjoy 
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enjoy the Liberty of our Conſciences, and be freed from the perpetual 
Danger of the Penal Laws : If this be a Fault, *tis one that we can- 
not tell how to help : Our Judgments and Conſciences are not under 
the Empire of our Wills. We cannot alrcr them, neither at our own, 
nor other mens Liſts, Sence is of our Eſſence and Conſtitution : We 
may bear the Penalties of the Sratztes, but we cannot forbear to feel 
them, nor to dclire to be diſcharged of the burthen and danger of them. 

6. We will ot conccal that we have heard of a Great Peer,that was im- 
peachcd for traitero:es Deligns againſt the Government and Statez but we 
mult.and do declare to all the World,bctore that God that is the Judge of 
it, that if !:e had any ſuch Trtentzan, we neither had Knowledge of it, 
nor any Confedcration with him therein 3 and ſome men think *tis im- 
polſible we ſhould : For non entis nulle ſunt affefiiones, that which was 
not, could not be known. 


SECT. 5. 


1. Have we ever refuſed to contribute to the maintenance of the Go- 
vernment with our Lives and Fortuncs? Have not our Prrſes been as 
open, and our Hands as ready to ditend his Majjties Honor and Great- 
neſs as any other of his Suby.s-/1id we ever b.tray any Tiuſt that was 
committed to us? Hivs we turncd our Backs in the day of Battel ? 
Have we not been a* prod:gal of our Blood, and given as good Proots 
of our Corage and Valour as any others that have been engaged with 
us in the ſame hazards and dangers? When, and whiere did we do any 
thing unworthy of Engliſh men, or good Subjects ? Where are our Ac- 
cuſers? let them ttand forth and convince us (it they are able) of any 
Diſloyalty, or negle& of Duty, towards the Support of the juſt Grandeur 
of our Prince. 

2, Let them not objeR to us the Rebellion and Miſcarriages of the laſt 
Age: We neither promoted nor approved them. Many of us were not 
then borne; others were children yz others oppoſed what was then done 
and ſome that were too much guilty in the Tragedies of thoſe times,have 
lince repented it in Duſt and Aſhes. As we do not juſtifie:fo we will not 
account for other mens Sins. We only plead our own Cauſe, and aſſert 
our own Integrity and Uprightneſs. We hope we ſhall not be puniſhed 
tar the Iniquities of onr Fathers, nor xeckoned Enemies to the State, 
becauſe ſome of them were ſo. 


3. It 
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3. If we muſt be repute] ill Subje&s, becauſe ſome men will ſu- 
ſp: us, and eſteemed Traytcrs, becauſe poxſonous Tongues will calumni- 
ate and reproach us, our Cale is pityable; but without Remedy. For 
there is no defence againſt $/4:dzy, Mens Luſts, and ſpiteful paſſions 
are not under our Government or Reſtraint z what they ſuggeſt will be 
ſpoken, though never ſo falſe and infamous, and we cannot prevent it. 
The moſt unblemiſhed Loyalty is no Prote&ion againſt a mal:cious malig- 
aant Mind 3; a Tongue (et on Fire of Hell, will blaſt the faireſt and molt 
unſpotted Reputation. | 

4. We have a Prozjnce that is not eaſily managed to the ſatisfaGion of 
theſe Revilers; If we refuſe the Oaths, Subſe:iptions and Declarations 
that are required of us as Teſtimonies and Securitzes of our Fidelity, we 
are reported and faid to rcje& them, becauſe they are inconſiſtent with 
our Purpoſes and Principles of Rebellion. If we accept and ſubimit to 
ther in the ſame Sence that all ſober and conſidering Church of Eng- 
land mn do, *tis ſaid that we do it with deſign to get Offices and Pre- 

ferments in Church and State, that we may be the more capable of ſub- 
vertiog and deſtroying both one and che other, This is the Language of 
multitudes of Books and Pamphlets which the Preſs voids every day. 

5. What ſhali we do to pleaſe theſe Min? We are willing to give 
them all reaſonable Content 3 but if neither aſſent nor diſſent to their 
Impefitions ; it neither obedrence, nor d.ſobedience to their Injundtions, will 
humor or plzaſe them, we mutt detire then to inform us what will : 
For we are not very well ablc to intorm our f.1ves. 

6, And yet after ſom2 Contideration, we think we may have found 
what may p/eaſe and put them in good humour ; Would we hang drown, 
or cut our own Throats, and leave them Heirs to our Eſtates and For- 
tanes,'tis not improbable but that ic might be an Adventrrre much to their 
Acceptation : But it nothing elſe will commend us to their Favor, we 
muſt beg their Pardon, we (hall not purchaſe it at their Price, We 
have no mind to be damned, to give them Satisfattion: It they will buy 
it at that Rate, we mult bear it 3 but they mult excuſe us, we will have 
no hand or part with them therein ; If we mutt dis to gratitie them, 
they mult bz our Execationers. 


SECT. 6. 


r. But what indeed is the Ground of Provocation ? Are we uſclels, 
unprofitable,or burthenfome Members of the Nation ? Do we live with- 


out Labour, or do we cat of the Sweat of other mens Brows ? Are we 
| not 
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not equally induſtrious with any other ſort of men ? Da we not contri- 
bute to the enriching of our Corntry as much as other of his Miajeſties 
SubjeAs ? We bear our part in that Trade, and toil in thoſe Arts and 
Mylicries, by which Supplies are made to the Pleaſures, Neceſſities, and 
Magnificence of all Orders and Degrees of men. 

2. Do not we aſſiſt to the Advancement of the Cuſtoms and Reve- 
nues of the Crown ? All men that know any thing of thoſe matters, do 
acknowledge, that of /ate years they have received very great Emoluments 
and are ſwollen beyond the proportion of former Agesz and have we had 
no part, nor ſhare therein ? Do not we partake ir: that Trade and Mer- 
chandiſe by which they are encreaſed and advanced ? 

3, No man of Sence can deny us a part in thoſe Advantages, that 
have been made to the Revenze, and riches of our Sovereign. We have 
ſurely done ſomething, towards the Augmentation of them, and thoſe 
that deny it are ſuch, as have neither Brains, nor Front. They arc 
both ignorant, and themſclves Impoſtors, And *tis our Opinion, that 
thoſe that counſel and adviſe our Ruine, will not be able to comntervail 
8he King's Damage. 

4. We mention not theſe things out of Vanity or Oftentation 3 but 
that it may appear, that we are not utterly zſel:ſs and of no lignitica- 
tion in the world. Our Enemies report us not only «profitable, but 
noxious and hurtful to the Commonwealth, The Paragraphs of this Sc- 
ion are a ſufficient Confutation of the former of theſe Fables, and the 
whole Body of this Diſcourſe will confute the latter to all impartial and 
prejudiced Men. 


SECT 7. 


1. Are we only a handfil of Men that may all ſafely be deſtroyed? 
Will the Nation be of equa! Strength when we are ſacrificed to the 
Rage aud Luſt of thoſe that hate us? Hath his Majeſty too many Sub- 
jze&s3 and will he be as great and priſſant without, as with the Afſi- 
fiance of our Numbers ? What our Numbers are, we do not pretend to 
know z but ſome there are ſcattered too, and few in moſt of the Towns, 
Cities, and Villages of the Nation, and we think more, then can with 
ſecurity be ruined and deſtroyed. 

2. *Tis not impoſſible, but that His Majefty may have uſe for all his 
Subjetts, were they much more numerous then they are. He is Neighbour 
toan Aſpiring Prince, that may, in duc time, give him diſturbance, =_ 
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if ſome check be not put to the Progreſs of his Arms, we are afraid that 
the amited force of all his People, may not be ſufficicnt to guard his 
Throne. 

3. We do not®*pretend any Correſpondence with the miniſters of the 
French King, or to have any Knowledge of his Coxncils, We know 
not where he will employ his Troops 3 nor which way he will dire&t 
his Legions but we cannot be ignorant that he is an ambitions Prince, 
and covetous of enlarging his Empire and Dominicn 3 and if the Grand 
Seignior continue his Attempts upon Hwngary , he may do what he liſts : 
All the Force the Emperour can make, will be little enough to engage 
the Turks, and reſtrain the Deluge that is coming upon him by his 
Myriads, 

8 The Atchievements of the French King in Holland ſome few 
years ſince are in the Memory of all conſidering Men. In the ſpace 
of one months tirne, he ſwallowed up almoſt ive of the ſeven Provinces; 
and had not the Emperor, and ſome of the Princes of Germany come in 
to their Afiſtance, he had devoured the other two, for ought that we 
can #nderftands and what he did then, he may do again. The Dane, 
and Eleftor of Brandenburgh are Confederate with him: The Swede 
is a great way from them, and will not be able to help or affiſt them, 
The Biſhop of Mz»ſter, the Eletor of Collen, the Dukes of Lunenburgh 
and Hanover, will not dare (if they ſhould be willing) to give them any 
Aſbſtance, left the French King turn his Force upon them, and ſwallow 
them at a Morlſcl. 

5. It his Chriſtian Majeſty conquer the Datch (which we ſhall won- 
der if he docs not do very ſpeedily, and Flanders into the Bargain} 
all the Subjects of our Engliſh Monarch will not be ſufficient to detend 
him. His own Fleets in ConjundGion with thoſe of Holland, will 
make him abſolute Maſter at Sea; and we (hall have no Trade, but 
by his Licenſe and Permiſſion : And if he pleaſe to deny it us, we muſt 
be content without it: For to ſpeak of forcing it by our Naval Power, 
is to diſparage our Vnderſtandings, and to expoſe our ſelves to the ſcorn 
of all conſidering Men. . 

6, The Dutch themſelves are almoſt our Rivals in Naval Proweſs and 
Valour, and when they ſhall be affifted by the Purſe and Fleet of Lewis 
the Fourteenth, they will be our Szperiors, and run us down with their 
Numbers: But the Truth is, there will be very /1ttle Vſe or Occaſion for 
any Battels or Conflicts. It two or three Squadrons of light Veſſels 
be kept at Sea, they will be ſufficient to rob us, or put us to ſo great 
Expence for Convoys as (hall _— undo us, _ 

7. Be- 
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7. Br ſides all this, *tis not to be dozbred but that the French King, 
either by his Confederacies, or his Arms may command the Zownd, 
through which comes almoſi all our Cordage, Pitchy Tarr, and other 
Provitions for Shipping and if he ſhall deny us the Liberty of fetching 
them from thence, our Trade will be at an end; our Ships muſt be laid 
up in the Docks.,and he may invade us whenſoever he /leaſes 3 and *twill 
b2 well it all the People in; the Land be enough to (ecure the: Royal Dia- 
dem on the Head of our King: Or it he (hall not think fit to hazard an 
Irv fon, being an Tland, he may do what will amount to a Siege : He 
may diitrcfs us by his Fleetsz and after he hath impoveriſhed, bepgercd, 
and ftarved ns, he will force us to a Compoſition in deſpite of our Teeth; 
which we may be ſurc will be ſuffcicntly to the Dithonor and Prejudice 
of Prince and People. 

8. Theſe things are not the fond Imaginations of fanciful and Hyp-- 
condriack, Men 3 but the ſober Thowghts of ſuch as can think and conſi- 
der, Wedo not ſay, that things will prove according to theſe Appre- 
benfions \ *tis ſufficient that they are provable, and may be ſo. There is 
nothing certain in Humane Aﬀairs : The greatelt Enterprizes in the 
World are #nd:rtakzn upon probable Reaſons and Arguments z and *tis 
the Office of Prudence and Policy to make Provitions againlt probab!s 
Dangers. 


SECT. 7. 


And what will you do with your F/tatfs when we are ruined and 
undone ? Have you tov many Tenants to occupy and employ your Lands ? 
Where are thoſe Sypernumeraries * How may we tind their Reſidence 
and Habitations ? It they be (o numerous, how comes it to paſs that fo 
many Eſtates lie 8Imoſt waſte, and fo many Houſes without any Inha- 
bitants ? How is it that Farms go a begging, and that thole that own 
them are glad to be rid of them almoſt upon- avy Terms in the 
World ? 

2. Are not the Rents and /a{rzs of your Lands very much diminiſh- 
ed and abated? Arc they not funk twenty, thirty, and torty in the 
Hundred 3 and can vou tcll when and where thty will ſtand ? Is our Po- 
vertyand Ruine a likely way of adv :11cing them io their tormer Standard ? 
We know not how you take yuur meaſwes, nor by what Rules you 
make your Computations 3 but we are of ite inind, that our Diminztion 
will not be your Encreaſe;z 2nd that it we b. >rought to the Dung-bill, 
your Eftates and Honowrs will receive no Advancement thereby, 
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3. If the Value of your Lands decay, how will you ſupport your 
vſual State and Grandeur ? How will you educate, provide for, diſpoſe 
of your Children, according, ta their Birth and Spirit ? Have you not 
found it a work of for: Cre 29d Providence even then, when your 
Eſtates were at the highz(t »2te and value ? If it were difficult then. will 
it not benow impe77»/e? Or can you do that with two thouſand pounds 
per annum, that you could not fr:acrly do with three : will nine pence 
go farther than a Noble 7 

4. Are you content to be poor, ſo we be ruin'd, and to abate of your 
greatneſs, {0 we may be laid on: the Dzenghil ? Can you deny your ſclves 
ſome Pleafreres and Satisfaiiorr, provided we may be miſerable and affli- 
fed? Can you endure ſome 4+ 1ſcinent if we be trod upon as the Mire in 
the Streets ? This 1s a piece of Self-Denial, which we did not expect, 
and we doubt whether you would do ſo much for the Sake of God, and 
all the Laws of his Goſpel. 


SECT. 8. 


I, In the next place, What will you do with us our ſelves when 
we are beggered, ruined, and undone? We have ſo much Chaiity as 
to hope, you intend not to obſerve any of the Roman Methods in diſpo- 
ſing of us. Though thoſe that Perſecute us be cruel enough, and we 
find it by ſenſible and woful experience, yet we cannot think that they 
intend tocut our Throats, or by (ſhort and ſummary Proceedings ſend us 
to our Graves. We muſi confeſs, we have known ſome that have ſaid, 
that they could very willingly ſheatff their Swords in our Bowels, and 
bath their hands in our Blood ; But we hope there are not many of this 
Savage and Bruitiſh humour, | 

2, Moſt Towns complain already of the number and burthen of their 
Poor, and think thecharge inſupportable, How then will it be borne, 
when we are added to their n#mber 2 Muſt we Dye, and ftarve of Hun- 
ger and Cold? Muſt we faint and ſwoon in the High-ways and Streets, 
and Villages ? Theſe are no Storics in Arras, theſe are no Fictions or 
Imageries of Fancy. If the Laws be proſccuted to the utmoſi, hither 
it will come at laſt. 

3. But perhaps we may have reckoned without our Hoſt, and made 
thoſe Swppoſitions that will not be granted us. It may be we may not be 
permitted either to live or ſtarve at home. What then (hall be done with 
us ? Shall we be ſold for Slaves, and ſent to toil with Negroe's in the 


Weſtern Iſlands ? Are we a ſort of Vermin = only for their ———_ 
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and Converſation ? We have read, we do confeſs, of Perſons much bet- 
ter then our ſelves, that have been condemned to the Mines, and others 
to the Galleys 3 but thole that paſſed thoſe Sentences and Fudgments up- 
on them, were either Heathens, Infidels, or Papiſts, And will Engliſh 
Men and Proteſtarits, write after ſuch Coppics, and | imitate ſuch 
Examples r | 

4. And could your Eyes bzhold, or your Hearts endure ſo diſmal an 
undertaking ? Could you ſee us ſhipped, and ſent by thouſands to the 
Amerian-Indies ? Have you no Bowcls, no Pity, nor no Compaſllions, 
for thoſe that are of your own nature, and of the ſame Religion? Or 
could you cohibic, repreſs, or reſtrain them in ſo lament ble a caſe ? 
What ! Have you Hearts of Marble, and Entrails of Braſ7 ? Have 
you put off Man, and puton Beaſt ? Have you only the Shape and Fi- 
ure of Men, with the nature of Tygers, Bears, and Lyons, 


SECT. 9. 


1. After this, What account then will you beable to give to God, of 
the Severities that you exerciſe towards us ?: We hops you believe a $u- 
pream Being, and a Day of Judgment, and that all Men muſt appear: 
there, and give account of the deeds done in the Body ? And do you 
not know that Chriſt Feſis is to be your 7#4ge, and that he cfteems all 
the Injuries and Wrongs that are done unto his Servants and Diſciples, 
as done unto himſelf * And are you ſure that thoſe that you Perſecute 
are none of them ? Are you ſure Wy arc not Members of bis Body, of his 
Fleſh, and of his Bone ? Do you not know that God is a Conſuming Fire, 
and that *tis a fearful thing to fall into bis hand ? Theſe are ſerious Que. 
ſtions, and ſhould be ſeriouſly conſidered, and not fcorngd and turned 
into Ridcwle; for if theſe Men, that you thus Profſecute with fo much 
Rage and Wrath, ſhould prove the Servants of the Living God, (as we 
do not doubt but that they will) Certamente no queriamos «ſtar ſo Pelleia 
w#:ſtro, we (hould be very loath to be under your Skin, as the Spaniſh 
Proverb exprefles it. 

2. Weare not ignorant of what is pleaded in your defence,and for your 
juſtification, *Tis ſaid, that we are Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, Men of 
Sedition, Subverters of all Peace and Order, and many other things of 
like importance are charged upon us. And were not Chriſt and his 4o- 
les accuſed of the fame Crimer ? Was not Chriſt ſaid to ſubvert the 
Moſaiesl Inſtitution, which he denyed, by ſaying, he came not todeſtroy 
the Law but to fulfil it ? Was not Par ſaid to be a Turbulent Fellow, 
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#nd a mover of Sed;tion > Were not he and others of the Apoſiles and 
Preachers of the Goſpel, ſaid to have turned the World upſide down ? Were 
not all Chriſtians accounted SefFaries, and Schiſmati:ks, by the Scribes 
and Phariſees, and other of the People of the Jews ? This Se, ſay 
thcy, is every where ſpoken againſt. 

3. VVere they not very contident of the truth of their Opinions and 
Apprehenfions ? Did they not think verily that Chriſt Feſ#s was a Malc- 
factour and ought to dye? Would they have cryed out his Blood be wpon 
us, and upon our Children, it they had bclieved him innocent ? Were not 
thoſe Perſons perſwaded, that they had right on” their fide, which 
Gnaſhed their Teeth, (topped thiir Ears, ran upon St. Stephen, dragged him 
out of the City, and ſtoned him with (tones till be dy:zd ? Were not the Hea- 
thens pretty well aſſured, in their own Conceits, that they did very 
commendably and well, when they outraged the Chriſtians, and cryed 
out a tps mTws &Fous; Take away the Ungodly ? Vid. Euſeb. lib. 4. 
Cap. 14. 

4. Andis it not certain that they were deceived and miſtaken ? Was 
it not the Son of God, that the Fews perſecuted, and murthered, as 
an Enemy to Mſes, and a Confederate of Bre'zebub ? Were they not the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, and the Preachers of Peace, which they proſecuted as 
Diſturbers of the Order and Government of the World ? Were not the 
Primitive Chriſtians, which the H:athen Profecuted as Atheiſts, Impious, 
and Ungodly, Perſons of pure and unblameable Converſations, and moli 
Religious Worſhippers of the true and onely God ? 

5. And is it not poſſible, that Þu may be deceived in your Judg- 
ments and Conceptions, concerning us ? Are you not Men of like Pal- 
ſions and Prejudices, with thoſe that have preceded you in palt Generati- 
ons ? May you not have believed many Lies and flanderous Reports 
againſt us? And is not your Enmity and Averſation towards us, raiſed 
upon impudent Falſhoods, and frontleſs Fables? Do you know thole 
things to bz true for the ſake whereof you hate us ? 

6. *Tis truc you do know, that we do Worſhip God in a manner 
ſomething different from that preſcribed by our Laws, and peradventure 
this may be all the evil that you know concerning us: *Twas faid of old, 
Bonus vir Caius Scius, ſed mals tantum quod Chriftianus. Cains Seins is a 
go0d Man, but he is naught, only becauſe he is a Chriſtian. Tertwll. in 
Apol. And we think we might pals for honeſt men, were it not for our 
non-confo:mity. And is that a Crime that will juſtific all this Severity, 
and authorize all this Rage that is uſed and ſpent againſt us? we can- 
not tell what it may do at man's Tribunal, we do very much belicve, it 
will not do at that of Gee, SECT 
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Bat alas, tocome up cloſer, what hurt do the Difſenters do indeed 
to the Church of England? May it not ſubſiit and continue in its Splen- 
dy, tho? a tew of them were permitted to {erve God after thei: own 
m inner, in their own Conpregations? Is it any nurt to a Great Lyrd, that 
ther? are ſome poor Cottages in the Neighbourhood of his Pa/ace ? Muſt 
his Stately Scat drop to th: Gronnd, it they be ſuffercd to ſtand ? will the 
F-11dations of that vaſt Fabrich fink, and the Walls and Ropf tal! to 
th. Earth, if theſe remain in the Uicinage thereof ? We cannot-ima- 
gine ho v a few ſorry Conventicles can do any Injury to the magnificence 
of our Engiiſh Church. 

2, What Jrjry dil the French Church ſuffer, by permitting a few 
Diſſenting Protett ants the Liberty of rheir own Worſhip and Congregati- 
ons ? we think that Church as illuſt-jo:75 when it permitted them their 
Liberty, as now, when it is uting ll Arts and Methods to deprivethem 
cf it, B:(ides, the | iberty granted to the Pr:tetants, gave it the Repu- 
tation of ſome Kindneſs and Humanity : whereas their preſent Proceed- 
ings blall its Reputation, avd expoſe it as cruel, barbarons, and perfidiour, 
to all conſidering and impartial men. 

3. And we are of the mind, that Indulgence to ſome few Diſſenting 
Churches, would be no diminution to the Glory of the Church of Eng- 
land. Yea, we do bclieve, that it would make it more illuftriozs, and 
give it a fairer Reputation than the pxeſent Perſecutions will ever do. Pere 
ſecntion ſooner or later turns to the Reproach and Infamy of thoſe that 
are the Authors and Promoters of it, Whatever it may be in the Opinion 
of ſome Men in the preſent Age, we make no doubt but it will be odi- 
ets in the next, Thoſe that have been converſant in Hiſtory, cannot 
but obſerve, that Perſecution hath always left a Spot and a Stain upon 
thoſe that have been Agents therein 3 and ſuch a one as no Soap, or Ni- 
ter will ever walh out, or cleanſe. Bonner and Gardner will be infamous 
to all Generations, 

4. We Love, and wilh ſo well to the Church of England, that we ( 
ſhould be ſorry that the Prattices of this Age ſhould make it a Reproach f 
in the next. Perſecution and Cruelty are fo peculiar to that Apoſtate Ro- d 
man Synagogue, that we ſhould be very /oth, that any other Chriſtian 
Church ſhould partake with them therein; and much more that of Eng- - 
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land: For whatever Church doth participate with them in their Crwel- 
| ties, will bear a part with them in the Infamy and Scandsl thereof. Like : 
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Adtions will have like Appellations. Thoſe that will proſecnte good men 


for ſerving God, will be reputed Perſecutors, whatever they may ſay and 
pretend for their Defence and Juſtification. 


SES EF it: 


Is it the matter of our Doftrine you take Offence at? Do our Mini- 
ſters commend falſe Doctrine to thoſe that hear them ? Do they preach 
pernicious Errors ? Is there any thing in their Sermons and Diſcourſes 
that is of dangerous or miſchievous Nature? They are men as well as 
others; and we do rot doubt but they are lyable to Errors and Miltakes, 
as well as others of Hume Race, But are thcir Errors of more 
fatal Conſequence and dangerous Duality than thoſe that are to be found 
among, the regular and conformable Clergy ? If they be fo, why is it not 
proved againli them, why are they not convinced thereof to their Re- 
proach and Shame ? 

2, Have they indeed preached Sedition, or ſuggeſted ſuch things as 
might dilturb the pablick Peace ? | Have they ſpoke evil of Dignities, or en- 
deavourcd to mutiny the People agaicft them ? Have they perſwaded 
them to caſt off the Toke, and affcrt their own Freedom, to the Over- 
throw of all good Government and Order, and to the introducing of Anar- 
chy, and utter Confuſion ? On'the contrary, is there any Book writ- 
ten for Loyalty, with more Conviction, Weight of Argument, Sobernc(ſs 
of Spirit, and Perſpicacity of Notion (though intricate ſometimes in the 
Style) than that Book ſo honetily*commended by the Biſhop of Cork, 
Intituled, A peaceable Reſolation of Conſcience, touching orr preſent Inpo= 


"ſitions: And is not the Author of that Book a Nonconformiſt ? we ſpeak 


not of what was done ſome years agone but vindicate our own Inzo- 
cency ; we defend not the Faults of our Progenitcrs 3 nor can we cure the 
Miſcarriages of the' Paſt-age.' 

3. Have any of our ſerious Miniſters publiſhed Tenents inconſifient 
with the Articles of our common Creed ? Have they denied the God 
that Made them, the Saviour that Redeemed them, or the Holy-Ghoſt 
that Sandtiheth and Reformeth them ? In brick, have they fubverted, or 
denied any of the great eſſentials of Chriſtianity ? | 

4. Do they not Preach the ſame Matters of Faith, Repentance, an Obe- 
dience, that arc diſcourtcd and pertwaded by the Conformable Minijters ? 
Do they not with cqua! ſecriouſncſs aſſert the neceiTity ot them? Do they 
not preſs Self-denial, Heavenly-mindedneſs, Mortification, Contempt of the 
ITorld, Love to God and Men, and all the Duties of Chriſtians and Belie- 
vers | 
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vers ? And do they not do this with as much Life and Zeal, with as 
much Fervourznd Aﬀection as they are able;yea,and with ſuch as comes 
not ſhort ot that, of any of thcir Conformable Brethren. 

5. If theſe things be true, why are we not openly confuted and ſha- 
med in the Faces of the World ? It the DoQtrine of our Minilters be falſe, 
and of malignant nature, why is there no proof made of it, and why 
are they not made july infamous thereby ?. But if it be true and ſound, 
and {uch as is for the Edification of Chriſtizns in Faith and Godlineſs, 


why are they and we Perlccuted, and Reproached for it ? 


SE CT. 12. 


I. In the laſt place, How will you defend your (clves from the Church 
of Rome, when we are ruined and deſtroyed ? Do you think your (elves 
ſufficient to grapple with thoſe Philiftins, and make good the Prote- 
ſtant Cauſe againlt their policy and power ? Are you ſufficient to counters 
mine all their Counſels, and blow up all their Helliſh Projes and confi- 
derations ? Have you courage and force enough to defend your and our 
Princes Crown, and your own Throats from their Janizarics? 

2. Do younot know, that they will find ſome conſiderable numbers, 
even at home, that will draw their Swords for the ruine of that Peſtilent 
Hereſy called Proteftantiſm ? And will they not ſpawn Locuſtsand Cater- 
pillars from abroad in great abxndance, to promote tat bleſſed and ſa- 
cred undertaking? And have you power more then enough to employ 
againſt their Multitudes ? A Learned Dr. of this Church hath latcly ſaid, 
that he exp:&s not to ſee the Proteſtant Cauſe ſurvive the ruine of the 
Church of England; and we will for once make bold to ſay, that we 
do not expedt to ſee the Church of England long ſurvive the ruine of 
the Diſſenters, VVe know you ſay, you will take care to defend it 
both from Proteſtant and Popiſh Enemies. From the firſt we think you, 
may eaſily defend it, for we know no evil they intend it 3 and we (hall 
be glad, you may as calily protect it from the latter, tor we do not de- 
ſire to ſee the Church of England ruined, and with it the Proteſtant 
Name, and Canſe in Exr:pe, whatever you may imagine, 

3. Do you think the Popiſh Maligniry againit the Church of England, 
will ceaſe when we are ruined and deſtroyed ?. If the Church of Eng- 
land will imbrace the Romiſh Dotirines, it may hope for ſome kindneſs 
and favour from that Synagogueot Satan. But if it will retain the old, 
honeſt Proteſtant Dofirines, that have been maintained by our Engliſh 
Worthies, fince the Reformation, no abatement of hatred and hateful 
Plots 
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Plots for its raine muſt be expe&ted. Whilſt the Engliſh Church remains 
the ſame, the Komiſh Church will continue the ſame, *tis in vain to ex- 
peQ alteration on the one part, without change in the other. - The Ro- 
mans Conclave will hate, and defign the ruine of the Engliſh Hierarchy, 
if there were never a Diſſenter in the Land. Do not expe& Peace and 
ſecurity when we are deltroyed, The Romiſh enmity will ſurvive our ” 
Funerals. *Tis implacable and mortal, You may as well exp:& that 
an Ethiopian ſhould change his Skin, and a Leopard his Spots, as that 
that Church ſhould put off its venome againſt Proteſtants, ; 

4. If the Popiſh FaQtion had ſo plaid their Game, and laid their Plots, 
that they hoped to ruine the Proteſtant Religion, and introduce their own 
Superltition, when all Pratgtants were united againſt them, however 
thy might be divided among themſelves, what will they hope todo 
when ſo conliderable a part of them are ruined? Will they not con- 
clude (and with good reaſon too) that they that carry the day, accom- 
pliſh their ProjcQs, and bring to paſs their deſired purpoſes ? Will they 
not ſay, Aba! Soul we have it ? We cannot but think, that they will 
ſuppoſe their work half done, when we are defiroyed and diſabled to 
allili you in oppoling them. 

5. Have youforgotten the kind uſage the Church of Ireland have re- 
ceived from them not many Years ago? *Twas done in the memory of 
many of you,and others have had knowledpe of it by commonFame and 
Tradition, and all may know it, that will but conſult the Hiſtorians, 
that have written concerning it : You may learn from thence, what to 
exped, if ever an opportunity be offered unto them. There's the Coppy 
after which they intend to write, and in the fate of that Church, you 
may read your own. The Papiſts never cut mens Throats till they have 
an advantage for it, and then they do it to purpoſe, . When they draw 
their Swords, they make them drunk in the blood of the Slain. 

6. Can. thoſe Brtcheries that were committed upon your own Coun- 
irey men, Friends, and Relations, be ever razed out of your Minds? Can 
thoſe Rivers of Blood, that ran in almoſt all parts and places of that Na- 
tion ever be forgotten? Can the Shricks and Cries of the omen and 
Children that were murthered by thoſe Incarnate Derils, ever ceale ſound- 
ing in your ears ? Can you ever tail toremember the cruel and barbarous 
Deaths, that thoſe Sons of Satan impoſed upon them? Surcly we can- 
not think, that theſe things are, or will, be paſſed-into Oblivion. 

7. Do you remember them, and yet will you expoſe your ſelves to the 
ſame cruelty and rage ? Will you make the way to your own Throats as 
plain and caſyas you can ? Will you remove all Obſtacles which may 
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hinder their approach unto them ? What do you do elſe by proſecuting, 
ruining, and undoing us ? Do you not believe that we would defend 
your Lives and the Life of our Soveraign, with the hazard of our own ? 
Do you not think that we would venture all that is near and dear to 
us, for the preſervation of our common Proteſtant Faith ? Do you ima- 
gine that we would ftand by and look on, whileſt they ſheathed their 
Swords in your Bowels, and Maſſacred and deltroyed you after their uſual 
Methods ? No, no, you -cannot be more firm to one another, then we 
ſhall be to you all, inthe maintenance of the Proteſtant Faith, and that 
mighty Monarch that is the Defender of it. 

8. *Tis true, you have laid no great Obligation upon us, to aſſiſt you 
againſt your Enemies, and thoſe that ſcek your raine, The Sererities 
that have been exerciſed towards us. are not the uſual ways and means of 
engaging the Hearts and AﬀcGtions-of Men, Friendfhips are ſeldom 
made by Priſons, Perſecutions, and Confiſcationsg. But though you have 
not much obliged us, and we be not much indebted to you: for your 
kindneſs, we owe very ruch to God, and to our own Judgments and 
Conſciences, and nothing that you have done, or (hall do, (hall ever ſet 
us at liberty from thoſe Ties, and Bonds, We ſhall never abandon the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, to the will- and luſt of its Enemies. We will avow, 
and afſert it, by the Grace of God, to the utmoſt Period of our Lives. 
We are ſatisfied in our own Judgments, that the Proteſtant Religion; is 
the Religion of Chriſt Jeſus,. and that Pypery is an arrant Impoſtxrre. In 
this Religion we have been Born and Bred, in this we have lived, and 
in this we will dye. No dif-obligations, no, unkindneſs, no . ſeveri- 
ties, no Perſecutions that we receive from the Church of England, ſhall 
ever make us take part with Rome, or ſuſpend our lawful atfiltance for 


the defence of it. 


SECT. 14. 


1. I cannot have done here without one Expoſtulation more; If 
the Papiſts were of your Council, would they not perſwade you to do 
the very ſame things that now you do? Would they not encourage you 
to a vigorous Proſecution of- the Penal Laws againſt us ? Would they 
not bid you put-fire to the Faggot, and perſecute, and deſtroy us from 
under the Heavens of the Lord ? We do not doubt, but that this would 
be their counſels, and of this nature their advice : And do you not be- 
lieve, that they would have regard to their own intereſt, and hope to 
promote their own adyantages thereby ? Doth it ſeem probable, rs 
they 
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they would dire& to any thing, but what might (in their Opinion) 
promote the Catholick Cauſe? And would they not think, if they could 
prevail with you to ruine us, that they had made a fair Progreſs, and 
laid a good foundation for a proje&t of cqual kindneſs to your (clves, to 
be accompliſhed in convenient Seaſon ? 

2, Are there any men in England, ſo much rejoyced at our preſent 
Sufferings and perſecutions as the Roman Catholicks and (ome Baſtard Pro- 
teſtants, that are weary of their Religion, and willing to b-come their 
Proſelytes-? They, they are the Men that delight to ſee our Ho»ſes rifled 
and plundered, our Goods expoſed to Sale, our Perſons dragged to Goals, 
and laid among M:ſcreants and Vermin. They laugh at our Calamities, 
and Triumph in our bitterneſs and anguiſh. They tind an inward plea- 
ſure and Complaiſance, in ſeeing and hearing us Proſecuted ky your 
Blood- hounds. Next to the bathing their own hands in our blood, no- 
thing is more acceptable unto them, then to fee you making ſome ap- 
proaches towards it, 

3» And have they not ſome reaſon for it? Do they not know, that 
the weakning and ruine of Proteftants is for the advantage of the Papacy ? 
They are well enough skilled in the Myſteries of Policy, and know how 
to enlarge both Satan's Kingdom:and their own. They are not igno- 
rant that if the Proteſtant Intereſt in England decay, their's will advance, 
and riſe upon it's rubbiſh; and it muſt needs be a Specfacle wondertully 
pleaſant to them to behold you promoting it, with ſo much vigilance 
and endeavour, 

4.. Do they not know that there are no Men in England more tenaci- 
ous of Proteſtant DoQrine, then the Diſſenters 2 Do they not know, that 
we arecqually obſtinate in the defence of it, with any of the Members 
of your Church? Are we not as irreconcileable to Pop:ry and Popiſo 
Doftrines, and Superſtitions, as thoſe of you that have the greateſt, and 
moſt accountable Avirſations for it ? 'And do not the Romaniſts eſteem 
and account us ſo ? Have they any hope to pervert us, or bring us over 
to eſpouſe their Cauſe ? Does it ever enter into their Fantaſy, that we 
will become Catholicks, or ſo much as favour their monſtrous and prodigi- 
ous Impoſtures ? Do they not reckon us an intractable Generation, and 
have they not long ſince given us over as Reprobates ? Deſpair of pre- 
vailing, hath freed us from the trouble of their aſſaults, and we are (c- 
cure from their Temptations, bzcauſe they have no hopes of proſelyting 
or ſeducing Us. 

5. And do you do well and wiſely to proſecute us with fo much vio- 


lence and rage ? Doyou therein, a& the part of wiſe-men, or of good 
Chriſtians ? 
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Chriſtians? Is it wiſdom to deſixoy your moſt ſteddy and reſolye4 
Friends? Can you do yout Enemies a greater kindneſs or your ſelves ® 
greater miſchief ? Do you not thereby cut off your right hand with yout ' 
left ? Do you not thereby impair and weaken your own ſtrength, that 
they may perfectly and utterly deftxoy you ? 

6. Is it the part of Chriſtians to perſecute your Brethren, and to worry 
them like Dogs ? Have you any example or encouragement for it in the 
Goſpel, or in the praQtice of the Primitive Church ? Where do you read 
of any Perſecutions railed by Chriſtians, in the pureſt Ages of it * We 
xead indeed that Gregory and George Biſhops of Alexandria did commit 
great Outrages, and made great ſlaughter of the Chriſtians there, but 
they were Arian Hereticks, We read alſo, that Macedonizs Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople, % ex5annyy exiynoe m)gpuygy, raiſed a Perſecution againſt 
Chriſtians, but he alſo was an Heretick, arid denyed the. Deity of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Socrat.lib. 2, cap. 27. In after Ages the Church Chriſtians 
(we do confeſs) did too frequently perſecute one another, but it had 
then made great defections from its Original purity, both in Dotirine 
and manners, and we hope the Church of England will not imitate the 
impurer, and more corrupt Apes of the Church, and neglc@ and de- 
ſpile thoſe purer Ages that were more worthy of imitation, ; 

7. However we think for your own ſakes, it not for ours you might 
forbear our ruine. We ſuppoſe you may have a kindneſs for your own 
Eſtates and Lives, though you may have none for thoſe of the Diſſenters. 
Wedo believe that you have no mind to be exiled, proſcribed, and beg- 
gered, nor todeſcend in your own blood to your Graves, though perad- 
venture it would beno great affliction to you, to ſee us do ſo. If you do 
not thereforedefire _ own ruine and deſtrution, we hope you will 
not proſecute ours, for we are much aſſured, that ours is only preparatory 
to others 3 perhaps you may laugh at theſe Pred:&ions, and repute them 
[ Enthwſiaſtich, Dreams, and we (hall rejoice if they prove ſo. But we have 
' other Apprebenſions. 
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